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Nevertheless, it is reasonable to have doubts about
Muhammad'’s historicity. To begin, there are no
convincing archaeological traces that confirm the
traditional story of Muhammad and early Islam. The
scholars and scribes of Islam know an awful lot about
the religion’s early decades ---but what they recount
finds no confirmation in physical remains of any kind
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from the period and places concerned. What they know
is limited to stories, and to the same stories retold.3¢
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