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PREFACE by
H.E. Mr Rasoul Mo’meni:
Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran

After going through Imam Khomeini™ the Dynamic Star
That Never Sets, onc rcaliscs thc amazing passion with which Mr
Charles Samson Makari has presented the book. The author has
vividly blended the ancient and modern history of Iran in order to
portray the dynamism of onc of Iran’s gallant pcrsonalitics Tmam
Khomeini™"_the leader of the Islamic Imam Revolution of Iran. The
book is a revelation of Imam Khomeini™ s leadership drive bearing
unique leadership qualitics. fTmam Khomeini®™Y The Dynanic Star
That Never Sefs portravs how the Imam lived an untiring life strugele
in order to better the lives of the poor and the oppressed people of Iran
and the contemporary world.

The book helps the reader to recall and relive the events and
processes that culminated the Victory of the Islamic Revolution of
Iran. The author presents and brings back the memorics of how the
Imam administered the liberation movement. The Victory of the
Islamic Revolution of Iran was a historical strugele and miraculous
cvent, if one considers that in onc decisive confrontation, a multitude
of unarmed people fought and defeated the heavilvy armed forces of a
regime strongly supported by forcign supcr- powers.

All in all, fmam Khomeini™¥ The Dynamic Star That Never
Sets highlights a true life history of Imam Khomeini™" which is
filled with testimonies and reveals a clear picture of unselfishness,
faithfulncss and unrcscrved dedication to duty. The book also portrays
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Imam Khomeini™ ™ as a man who led a life of absolute honesty

and simplicity. Indeed, Imam Khomeini®* is a Dvnamic Star that
Never Scts.
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Introduction By The Author

“Today Iran is spoken of by ifs friends and enemies as an
Islamic country resistant against the big powers. ... Iran maintains
the word it has said since the first day: We do not want to fight any
codntry, either Islamic or non-Islamic, and we seek peace and
prosperity for all..”

Imam Khomeini®#" Islamic Republic Day Speccl, Lst April, 1981

Pcople mav pose to ask, “what prompted you to writc a book
about a person who lives thousands of kilometers away from vou?
How do vou relate vourself to someone who speaks a strange language
to you? You arc a Christian, and Imam Khomeini™™ a Muslim, so
what is the common ground between vou two?..

These and many other questions might be asked and [ could fail
to give adequate answers to some of then.

In my attcmpt to respond to these questions, my mind is quickly
re -winded. It revisits the vear 1979, when my country Zimbabwe was
making frantic cfforts to conclude the armed struggle against the
Smith regime.

In that vear, we leamed from the press that the late Doctor
Simon Muzenda, Vice President of the Republic of Zimbabwe had led
a dclcgation to Iran. The purposc of the visit was to sharc the progress
of the struggle with Imam Khomeini®®" who had spearheaded the
Islamic Revolution of Tran. At that occasion, Iranians were cclebrating
the Victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. In 1980, the
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Zimbabweans followed suit. The country attained its independence
from colonial rule.

Earlier on, during the Shah and lan Smith regimes, | had also
heard about the involvement of the lranians in the construction of
Feruka Gil Pipeline in Zimbabwe.

Otherwise those were the ideas that traversed through my mind
at that time. All the same, 1 had a hazy picture of Iran apart from what
I had read in the Bible about the three wise men that came from the
East to congratulate the newly bom Jesus Christ. The three wise men
were most likely from Persia.

I could also remember some biblical storics of Mordekai and
the Jewish lady Esther who married a Persian Emperor as well as the
Prophet Habakuk Three lived in what is now Hamadan Province. I
could not forget Danicl in the lion’s den whosc tomb is found in
Khuzestan Provinge in a historical city of Susa. | also knew of some
storics that occurrcd in Babvlon, now Baghdad, the capital city of
Pcrsia under the powerfully King Nebuchadnezzar, T could not also
forget that the two biblical nivers, Tigris and Euphrates pass through
Pcrsia. Those were some of the things T could vividly relatc to the
Pcrsian Empire.

When | decided to write this book, | was never confronted by
some of the conflicting values found in Christian and Islamic belicfs. T
certainly had an added advantage in that, although I was born from a
Chnistian family, | have been exposed to Muslim communities since
birth. It is so becausc in my rural home arca Gutu, my ncighbors arc
the Remba people. These people are belicved to be the remnants of a
group of Muslim Persians who branched off from the Shiraz Empire
in the Eastern Coast of Africa. During it's hey days, the Shiraz Empirc
cnjoyed a lucrative gold trade with the Monomutapa kingdom of
Zimbabwe before it was invaded and conquered by the Portuguese
people.

Howcver, after the collapsc of the Shiraz Empirc, the Remba
came all the way down and settled in several parts of Zimbabwe
centurics ago. Sinee then, they have stuck to their Muslim traditions.
They pray five times a day facing to the East which is the dircetion of
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Mecca. They worship in mosques and use the Arabic language in their
pravers.

When the Remba greet cach other, they sav, Salaam Alavkum,
which is Arabic and in English it means, “Peace be with vou”. Insha-
allah, is onc of thc words oftcn uscd when they part, and it means, Tf
God wishes or “with the will of God’.

When thev slanghter anv domestic animal, they pray begging
the Almighty to allow them to take away lifc from the animal before
them. The member peforming the praver savs, “Bismillah Rahmam
Rakhim-Lailaha illala- Allahu Akbar™ mecaning, “In the namec of God
the Merciful and the Compassionatc™

The Remba circumcise their male children in adherence to the
Islamic traditions. Thev ncither cat pork nor meat from improperly
slaughtered animals. T grew up knowing Islamic belicfs and valucs. As
neighbors, we shared a lot in common. | also remember that my
parcnts would never kill any animal without calling onc member of
the Remba to perform the praycrs.

We have kept that tradition up to todav in our family. It is so
because in the rural communitics, people rcgard cach other as onc
large family. As ncighbors, wc sharc a lot of things in common. That
is why | professe to have reasonable knowledee and experience of the
Islamic culturc and its binding rcligious rcgulations.

Therefore, beeausc of my cxposure to the Remba community, T
am not a stranger at all to the Islamic religion,

Then, after the independence of my country Zimbabwe, I had
the opportunity to visit Iran in May 2002, January 2006 and Junc 2008
respectivelv. On these occasions, 1 came across several buildings,
roads, airports and schools named after Imam Khomeini™ "
Furthermorc, therc were quite a number of books written about this
great personality.

I became curious and began to read extensively about this
unique Icader. That is when the curtain began to unfold. T immediately
discovered that Imam Khomeini™" occupies a unique and strategic
place in the history of Iran,

If onc takes a glance at the profile of Imam Khomeini™*' the
leader of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, one would soon realize that
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his life is similar to that of the birth of a new star that emerees in the
universe. It gradvally riscs in the skyv and radiates its ctecral light
giving warmth and everlasting life to mother Earth. Indeed, as long as
history is alive, the Imam will remain alive with his ideals.

Imam Khomeini™*”s lifestyle stands out to be a role model not
only to lranians but also to humanity as a whole. Theretore, a critical
study of hig life enables readers to trace and search deeply into the
various crucial aspccts that made him into a great lcader. Imam
Khomeini™" sacrificed his lifc and demonstrated a sclfless life in
order to give tull service to his people.

In this world, thc majority of the people arc living in crisis and
chaotic atmosphere. While the Creator has set the world for peaceful
co-gxistence, most often, humanity utilizes it as a battlefield where the
weak and poor people arc butchered indiscriminatcly .As a result, the
world is turned into an arena filled with blood of innocent souls.

Under the reign of ruthless dictators, people live as prisoncrs in
lands of their birth. They opcrate in troubled environments where
discord and mayhem prevail. They develop a culture of perpetuating
disorder and public dissent. In most cascs, the hostile atmosphere is a
result of sclfishness and mal-administration on the part of the rulers.

Nations are praving for far-sighted up-right leaders and
visionary politicians to scrve them, but very fow come by, The
majority of them first think of filling up their pockets before they
think of serving the needs of the people they lead.

Indeed, it is often rare to find a leader who would stand up,
devote his entire soul, lifc and valucs, in order to scrve the masses he
leads. Leaders like that are rarer and Imam Khomeini'™" belongs to
such a rare breed.

Among other things, the Imam's family background must havc
equally plaved a pivotal role in shaping the voung Khomeini™™ to be
what he turned out to be in life. He never forgot the roots of his
culturc and religious tradition. His lifc history is incredible to say the
least.

The Imam 1s a towering prophetic leader of the contemporary
world. His profound vision, courage and decp love for the poor is
legendary in our time and to the generations to come.
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Imam Khomeini™™s exemplary leadership styles will always
be a beacon of hope for all. The storv of his lifc is filled with rich and
engaging memories. It is a testimony of a man who had sought to
fulfill a prophecy in his generation. In all his actions, one can see a
full and complcte picturc of unsclfishness, justice, faithfulncss and
dedication to the service of the people he led especially the poor.

This book takes an intimate glimpse into the life struggle of
Imam Khomeini™®*', He is an inspiration to many current lcaders who
choose to follow that same road of justice and unreserved service to
humanity. Imam Khomeini™"”s personality, thoughts, literary
achicvements and vicws arc a mirror to mankind. He stands out to be
the role model emulated by people of all age groups in different
settings.

Somcthing remarkable to note about Imam Khomeini™, were
his inspirational speeches that turned out to be prophetic. Some of his
speeches are quoted in this book. Although the quoted speeches were
spoken at a later stage, but they tend to shade more light and give
meaning to events that had already occurred. These are placed at the
beeinning of every chapter so as to blend the past, present and future,
This is intended to convey fixed messages and plant somc bearing on
every event of his historical mission.

The meaning of his speeches appear to posscs three dimensions,
that of vesterday, today and tomorrow. Imam Khomeini®™*'s
testimonies were strangely fulfilled by successive events that oceurred
during the wide spectrum of his whole life ministry as long as he lived
in this world.

Imam Khomeini™" possessed a rare gift of prophecy as
evidenced by the fact that, he foretold the fall of the USSR, This is
portrayed in his letter to President Gorbachev. Conscquently, his
prediction was quickly contirmed by the collapse of the Soviet Union
after a short period of time.

All in all, the study of Imam Khomeini™*"s lifc cnables
humanity to revisit and realize its social obligations to society and
sovereignty. It also affords the reader to re-examing the manner in
which onc of the most successful and illustrious son of Iran has

SRLAY
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managed to change the history of his country and helped to shape its
destiny.

However, this book does not aim to paint a superficial picture of
a super human being. The sole aim is to look at those unusual attributes
in the man that cnabled him to cffect his surroundings and trigger cvents
that changed the whole course of history in Iran. | feel it worthwhile to
take a wider look at such a dvnamic character that ignited an explosive
cvent and proved to be a shining star that ncver scts.



CHAPTER: 1

The History of Iran

“We want a strong country with a stuble and powerful system.

We do not seek to reverse the system. In fact, we want to maintain i,

We only want it to be based on, and in the service of the people. This
system should not be supervised by or take orders from strangers...”

Tmam Khomeini®*" February 1. 1979, Behesht Zahra Cemetery, Tehran

Right at the very first stages of writing this book, a number of
questions crept into my mind and puzzled me. | started asking myself,
how onc man’s influcnee could cffeet a dramatic change in the course
of history of an ancicnt nation such as Iran, a country rcnowned for its
centuries of stable civilization with a track record of more than 2,500
vears of written history.

The country is onc of the oldest centers of ancient civilizations.
Discoveries unearthed by archeologists suegest that people were
already living in Iran sincc time immemorial. The hunting tools and
stone artifacts found in different caves such as the Pabda, demonstrate
that human beings were living in this land during the early part of the
Stonc Age, Palcolithic Period.

How did this man manage to transform the history of Iran from
centuries of monarchial regimes to an Islamic state? Where did this
man derive his power, courage and knowledge? Did he lead the
Islamic Revolution of Iran single handedly or there werc some hidden
forces behind him?



18 Tmam Khomeini™*" the Dynamic Star that Never Sets

After these and many other questions, | found it compelling to
declve deep into the history of Iran in order to fullv comprchend and
appreciate the role played by Imam Khomeini™ ™.

I equally found it a daunting task to take a survey of the long
and complex history of such an cnormous and diverse country with an
area of more than 1,648,000 square kilometers The country consists of
abundant green forests and pastures and experiences a contrasting
mild, humid weather and a dry and mostly warm climate. It has its
share of desert land, the Dasht-¢ Kavir and Lut.

This land bordered by the Caspian Sca, the Persian Gulf and the
confluence of the Tigris and Euphratcs was inhabitcd by somc of the
world’s renowned civilization. May be it was the availability of
natural defence and rich resources that drew thesc carliest people to
the Iranian Platcau.

The more | researched about the history of Iran, the more |
began to realize and appreciate that, indced, this famous land was a
cradle of ancient civilizations and culturcs that have had a continuous
impact on the world from time immemorial. The Iranmans have lived
as anation for decades.

Furthermorc, onc may not doubt that at onc point in history, the
people of modern Iran, Afghanistan, Central Asia, Western Pakistan,
Caucasus, Irag, and Southcrn Coast of the Persian Gulf, came under
one political banner and cxperienced the same rcligious and cultural
influence. The Persian Empire was brought about by a series of
monarchial dvnastics stretching back to prehistoric times.

Recent archeological discoverics have clearly pointed out that
Iran 1s known to have been inhabited by man in the later part of the
Stonc Age, Neolithic Period and that the inhabitants had alrecady made
significant stridcs in the development of their civilization.

The earliest settlements were around the eastern Zagros
Mountains. This is cvideneed by archeological artifacts such as hand-
made painted pottery discovercd at the sites. It is belicved that people
domesticated animals and planted crops from around 6000BC to
3000BC.

By that time, these ancient scttlers were alrcady utilizing
various tools in teaching people how to till their fields and take care of
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their domestic animals. The evidence of their prowess 1s portraved in
the products of the people’s workmanship lcft behind in the tools they
used and were later discovered at the sites.

Therefore, going by these historic records, one would not areue
that Iranians were among the first men in the carly history of man-
kind. It would also appear that the level of their civilization by that
time was second to none.

But first, a quick deseription of the Iranian civilizations before
the Arvan migration is equally essential. When tackling Iranian
history, we arc forced to break it into two parts, the Pre-Arvan Era and
the Aryan Era.

The ancient ¢ivilization that inhabited the area before the advent
of the Arvans, bear historical evidenee which support that cven Homo
crectus, the carliest man, found a home here on the Iranian Platcau. It
is estimated that as early as 30 000BC, hunter-gatherers roamed the
high mountains of the Platcau. These people later scttled down to
become farmers and livestock keepers.

Most metal work and potterv found in the Caspian region date
back to the fifth century BC. The relics of the walled city of Sialk
aftest to carly domination and prove the city to be the oldest fortificd
settlement in Iran, The most dominant pre-historic settlements are
credifed to the Kassites and the Elamites who built and modificd the
carlicst forms of civilization in the arca. Thesc inhabitants sct up
infallible foundations that were only taken up and modified by the
Mcdian and Aryan conqucrors.

The other cra starts around 2000 BC, when a group of Aryvans
or Indo-lranians migrated from Central Asia to the Iraman Plateau.
These are considered to be the dircet ancestors of modern [ranians.
Many historians usually begin the history of Iran from the
establishment of the first Arvan political power, the Achaemenid
Empire. Persia’s carliecst known kingdom was the Proto-Elamitc
Empirc, Followed by The Medes Dynasty.

In 633 BC, Teispes the son of Achacmenes led the nomadic
Pcrsians to scttle in southern Iran around this time. Eventually, he
cstablished the first organized Persian state in the important region of
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Anshan. The Elamite kingdom was permanently destroved by the
Assvrian ruler around 640 BC

However, the kingdom of Anshan and its successors continued
to use Elamite as an official language for quite some time. It should be
taken into cognizance that the new dvnastics also spoke Persian, Indo-
Iranian languages

For some time, Teispes  descendants had separated into two
branches, onc linc ruling in Anshan, whilc the other ruled the rest of
Persia. It was Cvrus Il the Great who united the separate kingdoms
who rallied the Persians together. In 330 BC he defeated the forces of
the Median ruler and assumed control over the rest of Media and their
large Middle Eastern Empire. With the combined forces of the Medes
as well as the Persians, Cyvrus conquercd Lydia in Asia Minor up to
central Asia.

The Achaemenid Empire founded by Cyrus the Great was the
carlicst to be called Persian Empirc. In actual fact, the first Persian
Statc was cstablishcd by the Achacmencs Dynasty around 700 BC.
The Achacmenid Empire was among the most prominent Persian
Dvnastics. This monarch ruled a wvast arca that included Iran,
Mesopotamia, Syria, Egypt and parts of Asia Minor and India,

In 339BC, Cyrus the Great marched with his forces
triumphantly into the ancient city of Babvlon. Aftcr this victory, he set
the standard of the bencvolent congucror by issuing the legendary
Cyrus Cylinder. In this declaration, the King surprised people by
promising not to terrorize Babvlon nor destroy its institutions and
culturc. The move taken by the Emperor was unbclicvable. In thosc
davs, the defeated nations expected total destruction and vandalism of
their Empire from the conqueror.

The Cyrus Cylinder is an artifact of the Pcrsian Empire,
consisting of a declaration inscribed on a clay barrel. Upon his taking
of Babylon, Cyrus the Great issucd the declaration, containing an
account of his victorics and merciful acts, as well as a documentation
of his roval lineage. The historical Cyrus Cylinder was discovered in
1379 in Babvlon. Today, the document is kept in the British Muscum.

The roval history given on the Cylinder narratcs that, the
founder of the Dynasty was King Achaemenes who lived in 700 BC
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and was succeeded by his son Teispes of Anshan. The inscriptions
indicatc that when the latter dicd, two of his sons shared the throne as
Cyrus I of Anshan and Arnaramnes of Persia. These were succeeded
by their respective sons Cambyses 1 of Anshan and Arsames of Persia,
Cambyscs is considered to be of humblc origin. The inscription also
reveals that Cambyses married Princess Mandane of Media, a
daughter of Astvages, King of the Medes and Princess Arvenis of
Lydia. Cvrus II was the rcsult of this union.

Sadly, Cvrus met his demise while in action in a battle against
the Massagetac or Sakas. When the heart of the great warrior ecased to
beat, the great kingdom of Persia had been built. His son Cambyscs
took over the throne.

Onc of the great Emperors was King Darius the great who
constructed the magnificent Perscpolis and cstablished it as the capital
city of the countrv. The Persepolis which was constructed about
S00BC is considered as one of the most important monuments in Iran.
This historical construction includcs many palaccs with pillars ranging
from ten to twenty mertes in height. Although its construction started
during the reign of King Darius the Great, it was complcted by his
succcssors onc hundred and twenty years later. However, the beauty
and splendour of the Persepolis was ruthlessly burned by Alexander
the Great in 331 B.C. Only the columns, stairways, and door jambs of
its grcat palaccs survived the fire.

Iran has a long ancient history. Apart from being very famous, the
country had always been referred to as a bridge which facilitated trade
and communication links to other nations of the ancicnt world. As a
result, Iran’s strategic position had a tremendous influence on the nations
of thc world. Its civilization and arts sprcad to all the corners of the
ancicnt world and had a continuous impact on the contemporary world.

Its position as one of the first ancient civilizations, is strongly
supported by the recent archeological cvidence reflecting that as carly
as 10 000 B.C, pcople had alrcady sctiled themselves around the
southern shores of the Caspian Sea. Those ancient people made
marked developments in their lifestvles to an extent that some scholars
do bclicve that probably they arc the first men in the history of
mankind to engage in animal husbandry and agriculture.
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The influence of the Persian culture with its rich diverse arts has
been known to the ancicnt world for many centurics. There is no doubt
that most of the cultural aspects enjoved by the modemn world today,
could easily trace their roots to the Persian civilization. Surprisingly,
the Western kingdoms scemed to have downplaved the existence of
Persia’s position in this regard.

It should be observed that, the successive states in Iran before
1935 arc collectively called the Persian Empirc by most historian
scholars. It is widely believed that the name Persia was derived from
the ancient Greck name Persis. This in turn comes from a province in
the south of Iran, called Fars in the modem Persian language and Pars
in Middle Persian. Persiy 15 the Hellemzed form of Pars, based on
which other European nations termed the arca Persia. This province is
belicved to be the core of the original Persian Empire.

The name Persia was used until 21 March 1933, when Reza
Shah Pahlavi formally asked the intcrnational community to call the
country Iran. Linguistically, Tran mcans the land of thc Aryans. Some
Persian scholars protested the Shah's decision. Thev argued that
changing thc name would scparate the country from its glorious past.
They went on to say that the new name was also likely to causc most
people to confuse Iran with Iraq. Consequently, in 1939 his son and
successor Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi, declared that both namcs
Pcrsia and Iran could be uscd interchangeably.

In fact, the historv of Iran or Persia whichever name vou may
want to call it, is long and complex. It is often determined by the risc
and fall of successive dynastics marked with good governance, chaos,
contusions and conflicts. Indeed, that seems to be the pattem not only
for Iran but that applics to all governments and nations. That situation
scems to prevail throughout the world.

Although there are several dvnasties that mled over Iran, | will
highlight a few prominent oncs starting with the Medes Dynasty
which cstablished the Mcdian Empirc around 836 B.C. Thc Empirc
extended 1ts territories from the Caspian Sea to the Zagros Mountains
and cstablished its capital at Ecbatan, the present Hamadan. The
Dvnasty ruled over Persia until Cyvrus the Great overthrew it in 550 BC.



Chapter 1: The History of Tran 23

As soon as Cvprus took over the reign in Iran, he established
the Archamcnian Dynasty. The capital city was then cstablished to
Susa while his residence was based at the historical Pasargadae. Cyrus
was an outstanding ruler whose reign was marked by numerous
developments. His brilliance was portraycd by his unique magnificent
masterpiece; Persepolis in Pasargadae. The palace was built reflecting
several details of artistic excellence.

Unfortunately, Cvrus could not cnjoy much of his progressive
kingdom. His new state was rocked by dvnastic problems and civil
unrest during the stages of his rule. After Cyrus, came Darius, the
Empcror who founded the centralized system of administration of the
affairs of the government. He maintained and extended Cyprus’ policy
of cncouraging development of local culturcs in the country. Darius
also gave people frecdom to worship in any way they wished, a trend
that seems to prevail currently n the country.

It should also be noted that during that period, Iran created onc
of the most advanccd civilizations of the world. Distinct progrcss was
made n road networks, mings, arts, carpentry, and agriculture. The
developments were witnessed throughout the country.

Xerxes came after Darius his father, Xerxes succceded to the
throne 1n 486 B.C. In 334 B.C, Alexander the Great with his Army of
40 000 men invaded Persia and brought an end to the Archamenia
Empirc. As alrcady been mentioned, Alexander advanced to the
Persepolis where he ruthlessly burned the historical and magnificent
palacc of Perscpolis. The becauty and splendor of the city was
destroved. Only the column stairways of the great palace survived the
destruction caused by the fire.

The Perscpolis withstood the times of history until it was
partially destroyed by a violent carthquake in 2001, But, because of its
historical importance, the monument was quickly re-constructed in
order to restore its former attractions and glory.

Alexandcer’s reign did not last long. Immediatcly after his death,
the Empire was tom apart through his successors’ quarrels. As a result,
the Archamanian Dvnasty was invaded by the Parthians Empire, which
ruled Persia from 236 B.C. to 226 B.C, until it was rcmoved from the
scene by the Sassanian Dyvnasty. Its reign is recorded as one of the most
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glorious periods in the Iranian history. The Sassanian Dyvnasty
developed a strong government bascd on the Zoroastrian faith, then the
country’s main religion,

The most prominent king to note during the Sassanian Dynasty
was Harrow Paris, 590-628 A.D. It is this Empcror who conguercd
and captured Jerusalem. After the conquest, Harrow Paris took away
the “True Cross” that was regarded as sacred treasure throughout the
Christian world.

After a number of dvnasties came and ended, the Qajari Empire
cmerged on the scenc and ruled Iran for a period spanning 131 years,
from 1774 AD to 1925 AD. The period was marked by decline in
development in Iran.

After Agha Muhammad Khan, came scveral sucecssors up to
Ahmad Shah who ended the Qajari Dynasty. It should be mentioned
that during the period of the Qajari rule, the monarch experienced loss
of territorics to its neighbors and fell to the influcnec of European
countrics such as Britain and Russia.

The country fell behind in terms of civilization, due to the
incompctence of the rulers who were hoodwinked and submerged into
disgraccful contracts with forcign powcrful countrics of the time. This
paved the ground for Westemn occupiers who capitalized on the
weaknesses of the leaders and took control of the richest resources of
the country.

Shah Muzaffaraddin, the fifth monarch ot the Qajari lineage, was
regarded as the worst cxample of an incompetent leader. His cleven-
vears rulc was worsc than that of all the others. Having failed to have a
firm grip on the nation, he sought British and Russian assistance. The
Emperor made frequent extravagant trips to and fro Europe.

Howcver, as a result of his overspending, Britain and Russia
had to occupy parts of Iran and its revenue producing sectors so that
thesc forcign powers could recover the moncy borrowed by the over-
spending Shah.

Meanwhile, the collapse of the Iranian economy gave rise to the
Constitutional Revolution. This pressurized the Shah to sign the
Constitutional Order in 1906, the year in which he dicd. By that time,

Imam Khomeini™" was only four vears old. However. the
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Constitutional Revolution failed to reap the desired fruits becanse of
the dirty tricks employced by the unscrupulous Westemn countrics.

The Qajari’s reign was characterized by terror. The Khans and
rebels had free reign to terrorize the people and violate their rights. In
such difficult times, the clergy remained the only rcfuge for the
people. It was during this kind of mayhem that Imam Khomeini™""s
father was martyred at the hands of the rebels.

In 1920, in a movc rumorcd to have been orchestrated by the
British, an army officer Reza Khan staged a successtul coup d’etat’.
The vear 1921, marked the end of the Qajan Dvnasty. He took over
the reigns of the country and cstablished himsclf as a military dictator.
The ambitious Reza Khan, chose the title of Shah Pahlavi, King of
Kings, for himsclf. His rule spanncd a period of twenty vears during
which hc amasscd great wealth for himsclf. By hook and crook, the
Shah took hold of half the fertile lands of Iran. He also seized the most
lucrative busincss cnterprises, mincrals and jewels, and put them
undcr his personal royal owncrship. This drained on the coffcrs of the
nation and the country became bankrupt. He resorted to an unchecked
borrowing sprcc from forcign nations and built himsclf scveral
mansions.

In June 2008, I had the privilege to visit and tour one of the
Shal's scveral mansions in Tchran. T hardly could comprehend the
great Shah's ambitions. All I was forced to belicve, is that, Shah Reza
of the Pahlavi Dynasty had successfully attempted to bring down
heaven on carth for himself.

Howcver, in 1925, the Shah declared himsclf the Emperor and
commenced the Pahlavi Dynasty. He banished religious instruction,
learning of the Quran, school prayers and all religious practices. The
Pahlavi rcgime was quitc disastrous to Iranian citizens who had
embraced monotheism for quite a long period. This also put the Shah in
a perpetual conflict with the ulama who were the religious guardians of
the Islamic faith and culture. The clergy were now being isolated and
alienated from the people. The tension persisted till the confrontation
between the people and the government was quitc incvitable.

The table bellow shows some of the Persian Dvnastics that
ruled the country before the advent the Islamic State in Iran.
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The Persian Empire

« ProtoElamite Civilization 3200-2700 BC * Scljukid Fmpire 1037-1187

» Jirof Civilization 3000-5" c. * Khwarczmid Dynasty 1077-1231

* Flamite Dynastics 2700-539 BC * Tlkhanate 1256-1353

e Kingdom of Mannai 10"-7" ¢. BC o Muzaffanid 1314-1393

* Median Empire 728-33) BC * Chupanid Dyansty 1337-1357

* Achacmenid Empire 648-330 BC e Jalaycrid Dynasty 1339-1432

* Seleucid Fmpire 330-150 BC s Timurid Empire 1370-1506

* Parthian Lmpire 250 BC-226 AD * Qara Qoyunlu Turcomans

* Sassunid Empire 226-650 1407- 1468

* Islamic Conguest 637-651 s Aq Qoyunlu Turcomans

« Tahirid Dynasty 821-873 1378-1508

* Alavid Dynasty 864-928 « Safavid Empire 1501-1722

* Saffurid Dynasty 861-1003 » Hotaki Ghilzai Dynasty 1722-1729

« Samanid Dynasty 875-999 e Afsharid Dynasty 1736-1802

* Ziyarid Dynasty 928-1043 o Zand Dynasty 1750-1794

* Buwayhid Dynasty 934-1055 s Qujar Dynasty 1781-1925

« Ghaznavid Empire 963-1187 « Pahlayi Dynasty 1925-1979

* Ghori Dynasty 1149-1212 * Victory of the Islamic revolution
1979
« Islamic Republic of Tran 1979




CHAPTER: 2

The Magnificent Holy City of Mashhad

“If someone insulted me, slapped me in the fuce, slapped my
children, by God | do not wish anyone to defend .1 know certain
individuals want to create friction...whether deliberately or out of
ignorance. I kiss the hands of all the religious authorities in Najaf,
Mashhad, Tehran, wherever they are...”

Speech delivered by Tmam Khomem at the A'zam Mosque, 15 Apnil, 1964

First and foremost, it should not go unmentioned that in the
main, rcligion played a centre-stage in shaping the history of Iran. In
this rcgard, wc shall bricfly cxamine the role plaved by the Holy
Shring of Imam Reza™™ in sustaining religious values since the
advent of Islam in the Persian Empirce

The Holy City of Mashhad, situatcd in the valley of Kashaf
River, 1s the capital city of Khorasan Province. The City is 900
kilometers cast of Tchran. The Holy city of Mashhad has a lot of
spiritual bearing in the Tslamic Republic of Tran.

Since the burial of the Holy body of Imam Reza™* in Mashad,
the citv played a pivotal role in cementing and sustaining Islam in
Iran. In cssence, the history of Iran can ncver be completed without
mentioning the significance of this historic Holy city. Apart from
being the burial place of the Holy Imam, Ferdowsi a great poct as well
as Al- Ghazali a rcnowned philosopher arc buricd in Mashhad.
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Mashhad, what is it? The name is an Arabic word with several
mcanings such as, the place of mcecting, the place for pilgrimage, a
magniticent place and many more. But among the Iranans, it is has
been known as a place for martyrdom.

Its historv gocs back to the sad days when Emperor Mamun
martyred the Holv Imam Reza™™ in Sanabad a tiny village situated
twenty four kilometers from Tus the then capital city of Khorasan.
Sanabad gradually became a resting place for the Abasian caliphs who
used to travel between Khorasan and Bagdad.

Mashhad is the place that became the last home of the Holy
Imam Reza*™, the cighth Imam of the Shi’itc Muslims who at the age
of 35 vears was martvred with poison by Emperor Mamun in 818
A.D. The Holy Imam had gone to visit the grave of Caliph Harun-al
Rashid and had carlicr on forctold his martvrdom. However, Emperor
Mamun later ordered his subjects to bury the Holy body of Imam
Reza™** in the castle of Abbasid’s Calip-Hamaid-bn-Qahtabah Tai,
adjacent to the grave of his father Harun. The Holy shrinc was later
constrmcted over both graves.

Since then, the small village of Sanabad developed and
transformed into a large city duc to the burial of the Holy body of the
Imam in the mausoleum. Eventually, the ¢ity changed into Mashhad-
al-Rcza. The Holy city of Mashhad was transformed into the spiritual
cenire of pilgrimage for all the Shi‘itc Muslims of the world.
Pilgrimage began to flournish side by side with agriculture and
commercial industry

Imam Khomeini®™*' like all other religious people placed great
respect for the Holy shrine and made numerous pilgrimages to the
city. One of the porticos at the sacred shrine bears his name. His
successor, Avatollah Khamenei who was born in that Holv city in
1939, later settled in Mashhad and performed most of his
revolutionary work there. During the Islamic Revolution of Iran, the
Holy City of Mashhad was a hive of political and spiritual activitics.

In June 2008, [ had the golden opportunity to visit the historical
Holyv city and saw for mysclf it's fascinating artistic buildings of
amazing bcautv. I was among thousands of tourists and pilgrimagcs
who had thronged the shrine for pravers or to be cured of different
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illness by the sacred water from the spring in the shrine. [ was
informed that for centurics, people were miraculously curcd of their
sickness. | also managed to get the holy water from the spring,.

The complex’s magnificent, skillful architectural designs
aftracted and dazzled mc to the core. I was curious to know morc
about the history of the Holy shrine. The officials informed me that
the burial chamber was installed on the sacred wooden box placed
over the holy grave of Imam Reza™™ and dates back to the sixth
century. During the initial vear of burving the Holv body of Imam
Reza'™ ), the Holy shrine was a very small building.

History has it that successive miracles cmanated from the Holy
arave and solved the problems of the needy. That caused the people to
pay more attention to the Holy shrine and came for pilgrimage. As a
result, monarchs as wcll as interested individual pcople began to
reconstruct, decorate and preserve the sacred place as much as they
could.

The construction of the shrinc took a long timc as scvcral
dvnastics plaved their respective part in developing the Holy
Shrine The historical art work started way back when Shah Ebu Bakr
Shahmand of the Samani Dvnasty rcnovated the place where ITmam
Reza'™ ¥ the eighth Imam of the Shi'ite Muslim was martyred.

During the Daylami Dwnasty, Uzd al-Dawlah Dayvlami
renovated and decorated in the carly ycars of the Holy Shrinc. In 996-
1030 A D, Sultan Mahhmud Ghaznawi of the Ghazinawi Dvnasty
rebuilt the Holy Shrine his father had extensively destroved.

Amir-Ali-Shir-c Navai the last monarch of the Timurid Dynasty
improved the Holv shring between 1454-1465 A D., While Shah
Tahmasb of the Safavid Dynasty constructed the first burial chamber
and covercd the holly dome with golden bricks in 1525-1536 A.D.

The Safavids who were devoted Shi'ite Muslims improved the
shrinc with claborate structurcs. During Shah Abbas’s of the Safavid
Dvnasty's historical journcy to Mashhad in 1601-1617 AD, hc
renovated the court vard and accomplished the tile works of the
monument. The reconstruction and gilding of 5 domes damaged by the
carthquake was donc by Shah Sulciman of the same Dynasty in 1663,
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The Holy city of Mashhad reached its greatest glory in the 18
century when Shah Nadir of the Afshari Dynasty made it the capital
city of Persia. He also reconstructed the drinking water repository
during his reign.

The Qajar Dynasty accomplished the mirror works of the Holy
Shrine in 1854 AD. While Qods Razavi constructed Imam
Khomeini™™ court vard in 1938 A, D. After the glorious victory of
the Islamic Revolution of Iran, therc was massive cxpansion of the
Holy shrine of Imam Reza"* which started in 1984 A D

The Holy Shrine consists of twenty-four porticos. These are
roofcd buildings with diffcrent heights and have been constructed
gradually around the Holy Shrine which makes the Holy grave look
like an enormous circle surrounded by these sacred monuments. The
porticos accommodatc over-increasing numbers of pilgrimage spaces
in the Holy Shring.

Onc of these glorious porticos is dedicated to  Imam
Khomeini®™*' the leader of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. Imam
Khomeini™™ portico is a two story building with metal- concrete
structures occupying an area of about 9840 squire meters with about
19680 squirc meters in a built-up arca. The portico has been cquipped
with an elevator and two escalator sets.

Apart from its magnificent splendor, the Holy city 1s regarded
as a spiritual centre with spiritual healings. Thousands of people
continug to visit the historical city in order to quench their spiritual
thirst. The Holy city of Mashhad has attracted both Muslims and non
Muslims globally. Today, morc than 15 million pilgrims and tourists
visit the Holv city annually.



CHAPITER: 3

Islam takes IRAN by Storm

“€) Muslims and oppressed of the world! Arise and take your
destiny into your own hands. How long will you sit and let
Washington or Moscow determine your fate? How long will the
lving myths of East or West confound the powerful Muslims? How
long will the Muslim be negligent to the power of Islam...?”

Tmam Khomeini™*: May 17, 1981

In my earlier studies of world revolutions, | ncidentally
discovered that most of them were political in naturc. What I found
peculiar about the Islamic Revolution of Iran is that it was purely
ingpired by an aspect of religious conviction,

By the time of Prophet Muhammad®**™”’s dcath in 632 A D,
most of what is now considered Arabia was united under the new
religion of Islam. Under the Prophet’s successor Abu Bakr, the first
caliph, the Muslims first consolidated their power over Arabia. Then,
they began to spread Islam throughout the countries they had
conquered.

The Arabs first conquered the Byzantines, in Svria at the Battle
of Yarmuk in 636 AD. Theyv then directed their attention on the
Middle East front where Persia and Mesopotamia were subsequently
anncxed. In thosc battles, an Arab army of 30 000 soldicrs scorcd a
heavy victory over a Persian army of 100 000men.
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By the middle of the 7" Century. the Arab Muslims had
cstablished their control over Mesopotamia, including the arca that is now
the Iranian province of Khuzestan. The raiding partics dirceted their
attacks to the Iranian Platean were they defeated the Persian forces.

After conquering Greater Khorasan, the forces cstablished their
fort at Mcr. The fort facilitated them to administer the conquered land
which among others included modem Iranian Khorasan Provinge and
modem Afghanistan.

The Arab conqucrors and their immediate succcssors jealously
guarded against some possible influence of their tradition from the
dcfeated nations. Thercfore, they madce sure that their cultural entitics
were preserved despite the attractions of the civilizations of the people
they had defeated.

The Arabs maintained the dictates of their culturc as much as
possiblc. They scttled in the garrison towns rather than on scattered
estates to avoid infiltration of the local tradition of the conquered
pcople. They refused to marry non-Arabs, lcam their language, or read
their literature.

However, with time, these restrictions gradually ended and
tolcrance took its course. By and by, Islam took root among the larger
population of Iran. By the late 10th century, the majority of Persians
had been converted to the Islam. Today the Islamic Republic of Iran is
known as a stronghold of the Islamic Faith.

The majority of Iranians are Shi'a Muslims. The Shi’as
recognize the Prophet’s son in law, Imam Ali, as an enduring symbol
of justicc. Some pcople view Iranian Islam as a sccond advent of
Islam itself, a new Islam altogether sometimes referred to as Islam-i
Ajam. It was this Persian Islam, rather than the original Arab Islam,
that was brought to ncw arcas and new pcoples. It was introduced to
Central Asia and then in the Middle East, in the countries which came
to be called Turkey, and India.

Thc Arabs™ conguest of Tran in 615 A D. brought Islam, a new
religion to the country. Islam eventually changed the people’s way of
life. The Arabs were so influgntial that thev penetrated into the
Iranians” civilization. Tran's culturc had never been affected before by
foreign powers that entered the country. Yet, the advent of the new
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conquerors” religious faith, Islam, brought about significant changes
in Iranian socicty. Within a few ycars, Islam bccame the country’™s
largest faith after displacing Zoroastrianism, the religion which had
been in practice for many vears.

The acceptance of Islam by the Iranians is largely ascribed to
the fact that, Iranians found it accommodative, democratic and of
more spiritual appeal as opposed to the Zoroastrianism, which they
found to be morc matcrial, static and old fashioned.

Islam reigned supreme as the country’s major national religion.
With time, the interaction between the Arabs and Iranians cventually
influenced the people’s languages and culturcs in the country. As a
result, all other Emperors that followed after the advent of the Arabs’
conquest of Iran observed the new rcligion as the country’s largest and
nafional rcligion. Howcver, here and there, you would find that some
Emperors would view Islam as a threat and an obstacle to their corrupt
intensions. Conscquently, they sought all means to wipe it out of their
Empirc. Yet, upright kings cndcavored to promote the religion in their
domain.

However, after Iran had expericnced some decades of rulers
from various dynastics, the Safavid Dynasty, was founded by Shah
Ismail in 1300 A D, came into the scene. Once his Empire was
cstablished, Shah lsmail restored order in Iran and cstablished the
Shiitc Faith as the state religion. The Safavid Dvnasty had rcached its
zenith during the reign of Shah Abbass from 1587A.D to 1629A.D.
Shah Abbass the Great, as he was affcctionatcly known, cstablished
his capital city in Esfahan. The Shah had a grcat passion for arts and
religion as can be observed today in the artistic bridges and the Iranian
Square with its magnificent mosques and buildings around it.

The city is ratcd among the most ancicnt and beautiful citics of
the world. Esfahan is known as kalf of the world. One of the most
intercsting places in Esfahan is the Naghsh-¢ Jahan Square around
which is a collcction of magnificent historical buildings which include
the Imam Mosque, Afighapo Palace and Sheik Lotfollah Mosque. The
collection presents the most unique and attractive Iranian architectural
art that has attractcd admiration from both local and forcign tourists.
After visiting the city, one gets the impression that he has seen all that
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the eve can see. There 18 no wonder why Esfahan has been nicknamed
hualf of the world,

Since the construction was erected, people of different
nationalities have highly commended the arts and architectural designs
in Esfahan. The city is the jewcl of Iran, and bevond any doubt, the
most beautiful city in the country. It was the bridge of the world's
ancient cities. Its splendid architecture and natural scenery annually
aftract large numbers of locally and international tourists.

Unfortunately Shah Abbas the Great’s outstanding performance
did not last longer than was expected as he did not live long cnough to
sce his achicvements but he remained in the hearts of people to date.
After several dwnasties came and went, Agha Mohammad of the
Qajari Dynasty was proclaimed the Shah in 1787, He established his
capital city in Tchran. The Shah was the most hated rulcr in Iran as he
was reckoned to be the most brutal king who perpetrated several
atrocitics against his subjccts. Nevertheless, Agha Mohammad khan
fought succcssful battlcs against cxternal encmics and reconstituted
Shiite Faith as the state religion of lran.

In truth, Iran cxpericneced a succession of monarchial dynastics
that came to powecr. In terms of the nation’s rcligious belicfs, Iranians
had long since established and accepted monotheism. When [slam was
introduced in the country, it was intcgrated with the people's tradition.
Iran later became the custodians of Islamic civilization and culture.

In the mean time, a fire-breathing religious leader named
Ruhollah Musavi was in the making. He was gradually cmerging onto
the scene of Iranian history during this ame. It is the activitics of this
voung leader that we will focus on and see how his activities changed
the course of the country’s monarchial regimes.

By the time the Qajari Dynasty collapsed to the Pahlavi
Dynasty, Imam Khomeini™®" was already 19 vears old. He was
pursuing his studics at a religious institution in Qom. As a student, the
young clergy had alrcady begun to acquire a lot of knowledge about the
history of his country. He was as well experiencing the corrupt
atmospherc prevailing. As a result, Ruhollah critically attacked the mal-
administration of the Tranian rulers and their reliance on foreign powers.



CHAPTER: 4

Foreign Powers in IRAN

“The relation between nations which has risen  for
emancipation from the claws of international plunderers with a
world devouring plunderer is always to the loss of the oppressed
nation and in the interest of the plunderer. We take this severing of
relations as a good omen, for this is a proof for the U.S. government
‘s losing hope vis-a-vis fran”

Tmam Khomeini™*" On the severing of diplomatic ties with the T7.8.. April 9, 1983

Like greedy jackals flocking to their prev, a number of foreign
powers trampled and partitioned Iranian land and resources among
themselves. The discovery of oil in 1900 further accelerated the race.
So let us take a look at how these foreign super powers occupied
Iranian land and cxploited its resourecs. Thank God they could only
occupy the country and not colonize it as they did in Zimbabwe and
other African countries.

During the Qajari period, Britain was alrcady making all its
frantic cfforts to cxert its influcnce i Iran. Its traditional arch -rival
Russia, had also cast a greedy eve in order to occupy and control Iran.
In this regard, Britain made contingency arrangements to thwart the
influcnce of Russia and protect Iran against its arch- rivals® possiblc
invasion.

As a result, Britain built up a highly cfficient intclligence
apparatus of cspionagc nctworks to win the lovalty of the local [caders
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in Iran. Britain placed the country’s powerful politicians and chiefs
from all corncrs of Iran on Britain’s pay roll. They werc uscd to spy
on all the activities of Russia and feed the British with necessary
information,

After all, Britain was not a ncw comer to the country since ifs
influence in Iran dated back to several vears before the rise to power
of Reza Khan. However, after World War 11, its power began to
decline and the United Statcs of America cmerged to be the new world
power. Eventnally, Britain and the United States formed some
relationship in order to protect their interests in Iran. They cncouraged
and supporicd monarchial regime as they belicved that their interests
and influence would be best supported in the country under a king
whom they could manipulate as they wished.

With time, London and Washington solidificd their rclationship
in the country. Topether, they came to an agreement to establish a
well-organized intelligence agency so as to safcguard their own
intcrests in Tran. The two forcign powers tricd all cfforts to keep away
Russia from the lranian side since Moscow was their arch-gnemy.
They wanted Russia out of Iranian soil.

On visiting Iran, it was not uncommon at that timc to find
foreign powers quarrelling and skirmishing 1n a foreign country. Yet
Iran itsclf was quitc awarc that its stratcgic location in a zonc between
Europc and Asia placcd itsclf into grcat tcmptation from the two
foreign powers. The situation was further aggravated by the country’s
importance as a major sourcc of oil.

The forcign powcrs in Iran were interested in getting the oil so
as to develop their respective countries. However, before the United
States came into the race, Britain and Russia sought ways of
dominating Iran so as to strengthen their cconomic and political
interests. Great Britain wanted to expand its Empire in Asia but Russia
could not allow it to do so. As a rcsult, the two countrics werc
engaged into somec ugly tug of war for suprcmacy. They ficrcely
fought among themselves.

Mcanwhile, some scholars together with a fow elergymen were
not amuscd by the statc of affairs in the country. They began to
express their concem through published articles and books in which
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thev bitterly attacked the Shah's weakness and corruption. It was
during this period that Imam Khomeini™®* published his book in
1941, In the book, he vehemently attacked the Pahlavi regime’s mal-
administration of the country,

By that tme, only a scction of the clergy supportcd Imam
Khomeini™™". Most of his fellowmen did not view it nccessary or
were too scared to challenpe the powerful Emperor. Reza Shah
Pahlavi, King of Kings, had the support of the most powcrful nations
on earth

Unfortunately, the Iranian rulers were too weak to intervene and
control the conflicts, which saw the two invadcers dividing the country
into two. The government of the day in Iran just watched the British
controlling the Southemn region of Iran while Russia gained control
over the Northem region. Meanwhilc, the discovery of major oil wells
in the South enriched Britain to the core. That afforded it the
opportunity to develop its oil industry, and utilize the oil to boost its
other domestic and colonial industrial developments.

The two rivalry powers further divided Iran into three zones
where Iran was given a narrow strip of land between Britain and
Russia. Although the two forcign powers scemed to recognize and
respect Iran’s sovereienty, the sharing of zongs, the conflicts and
rivalry between Britain and Russia reflected great weakness on the
part of the Iranian govemment. The occupying forcign nations
extensively emploved divide and rule policy which immensely
weakened Iran's political stamina.

The prevailing circumstances forced Iran to depend on the two
powers for its survival. In other words, Britain and Russia imposed
their superiority over Iran and made Iranians fecl inferior in their own
land wherc they could not voice their concerns. They could not
exercise their rights and sovergignty in face of the greedy invaders that
had occupicd their land.

In the proccss, the two forcign powers managed fo imposc and
establish their cultures as well as political aspirations. As expected,
the forcign policics adversely contributed to the social, cconomic and
political dctcrioration and decay of the Iranian socictv. Indecd, the
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masses suffered and grumbled but there was no leader to save them
from these greedv forcign powecrs.

The occupation took place largely during the reign of Reza
Shah Pahlavi - King of Kings. The Shah depended heavily on the
forcign powcers, a trend which was also followed by his successor
Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi.

The occupiers contimied with their domination and interference
in the affairs of Iran. Meanwhile. Imam Khomeini™*' continued to
attack the government which was jeopardizing the people’s traditional
values and religious beliefs.



CHAPITER: 5

Early Life of Imam Khomeini®*

“Our cries of innocence are the cries of the oppressed and
innocent nations... Our slogan of ‘neither east nor west’ is the
principal slogan of the Islamic Revolution in a world of hunger and
oppression and outlines the true policy of non-alliance for the
Islamic countries and countries that in the near future, with the help
of Allah, will accept Islam as the only school for liberating humanity
and will not recede or sway from the policy even one step...”

Tmam Khomeini™®*" Address to Hajj pilerims, 31stfuly, 1987

In my cndcavour to gather as much information I could get on
Imam Khomeini® ™, I sought to cxplorc where and how lifc began for
this legendary personality. My answer laid in Khomeini a little remote
town, 349 kilometers to the south west of Tehran, the capital city of
Iran. Khomein is situatcd in the semi-arid arcas of the country.

During its hevdavs, the little town was a prosperous place with
a hive of activitics. Pcople could be scen on carts, donkeys and camels
carrying goods along thc main historical trade routcs bctween the
Persian Gulf and Tehran, Khomein served as one of the resting places
for forcign traders on various missions to their distant destinations.

The town’s stratcgic position dcveloped to be an important
meeting place where local people interacted and shared their ideas
with forcign visitors. The prevailing situation must have cncouraged
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and widened the diversity of the comprehension of both parties who
shared their experiences through dialoguc.

In such an environment, baby Ruhollah Mussavi, later known as
Imam Khomeini™™, was bom on 24 September 1902, Ruholiah
means ‘the spirit of God’. Coincidentally, his birthday coincides with
the anniversary of the auspicious birth of Fatima Zahra®", the
beloved daughter of the Prophet of Islam. Fatima is the most revered
and highly rcspected lady in Islam.

Young Ruhollah was bom into a family of strong religious
tradition. His father, Avatollah Sevved Mustafa Mussavi was a
prominent religious lcader of the people of Khomein and the nearby
villages.

Ruhollah's mother also had a religious background. She was the
daughter of Avaiollah Mirza Ahmad who happenced to be a respected
clergy and teacher in Karbala and Najaf Theological Centre in Iraq.

Ruhollah grew up without a father since barcly five months
aftcr his birth, Ruhollah's father Ayatollah Mostafa Musavi was
ambushed and brutally attacked and murdered by the agencies of
Khan who were strongly supported by the government of the time.
Ruhollah was left in the care of his mother Hajar and his aunt Sahcbeh
Khanom,

Unfortunatelv, both Ruhollah's mother and aunt passed away
when the boy was only fifteen years of age. Unfortunatcly, Ruhollah
became an orphan at that tender age. Yet psvchologically that is the
prime stage when children need the guidance and parental support to
mould their bechavior and character. Young Ruhollah did not cnjoy
such a privilege. Nobody ever imagined that the voung orphan would
onc day turn out to be onc of the most prominent leaders Iran has cver
seen.

When Ruhollah Mussavi was born, sadly Iran was expernencing
a timc of rampant chaos and political anarchy. This was a result of a
weak government prevailing during the Qajari Dvnasty. The power
was divided between unruly Khan Princes who did whatever thev
wanted with the Tranian masses. It was a time of danger and rampant
plundcr.
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The danger posed by this Dynasty forced Ruhollah’s father to
build a well-defended homestead that acted as a fortress for his family
as well as his neighbors it was also known that most of the people of
Khomein often found refuge in this home when under attack.
Ruhollah’s fathcr was killed on his way to scck government protection
for the people of that small town. He also wanted to protest against
continued attacks from government- sanctioned bandits.

As a child, the orphancd Ruhollah grew up under this dangerous
atmosphere of fear from raiders. The Khans were robbing people and
abusing the fomale folk. Imam Khomeini™ ™ later recalled those dark
moments of his lifc by saving,

“We used to build bunkers wherever we were in Khomein, |,
too, had a rifle but 1 was a child. By the age of 16 or 17, we were
given rifles and were taught and lcarned how to usc them. From the
bunkers, we could fight off the attackers. Chaos had overtaken
cverything in place. The central govermment was powerless...”
(Narrative Awakening, page 29, Hamid Ansari)

Under that environment, things were made even worse by
forcign powers that meddled in the affairs of the statc. Vast lands of
the Iranian territory had been taken over by the British and Russians.
The foreign powers did as they wished. Thev even went to the extent
of appointing and dismissing government ministers, judges and army
officcrs. This promotcd an environment of lawlcssncss and insccurity
in lran,

From carly childhood, Ruhollah had an infinitc devotion to his
studics. He Icamed how to rcad and writc at a very carly age. His
brother, Avatollah Pasandideh assisted him to master Arabic grammar,
logic and other subjeets. He later studied literature at the Centre for
Theological Studics in Arak.

In Qom, he became an authority on theological and canon law,
In 1927, he was officially ordained a ‘mujtahid’, that is a qualificd
jurist. At the age of 27, he was knowlcdgeable in the rational and
traditional sciences, and began to teach philosophy. He wrote many
books cxploring aspects of religion and other issucs.

Howcver, later, voung Ruhollah was scnt to Arak for furthcr
education to study religious science. His studies were supervised by
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great figures of that time such as Sheikh Haeri, one of the greatest
clerics of the 19™ century whose teachings included both political
activism as well as religious studies. Young Ruhollah’s studies were
greatly influenced by this kind of combination of these disciplines. He
was a scrious and hard working young student who produced the best
from what he learned.

Ruhollah Mussavi later moved from Ark to Qom, a small town
known for its acadcmic cxecllence. The tiny town was renowned for
its prestigions theological colleges. Prominent scholars were known to
live in Qom. Ruhollah dcvoted his time and cnergy towards his
religious studics in conjunction with the history of Iran.

Meanwhile, a few months before Ruhollah moved to Qom,
news of the birth of Prince Mohammad Khan on 26 October 1919,
was splashed in Tranian press and media. The future king was bomn in
one of the Shah's modest palaces in Tehran.

Unlike Ruhollah the orphan, Mohammad Khan was bom a
Princc and grew up with both parcnts. He cnjoved parental carc and
guidance, which assisted in nurturing and shaping his behavior.
Mohammad Khan lived in mansions in Tchran the capital city, whilc
Ruhollah spent most of his bovhood lifc in the littlc remote towns of
Khomein and Qom.

As an academic, he turned out to be a prominent scholar whose
proficicney in cthics and philosophy, attracted and impressed his
colleagues and students in Qom. Ruhollah was rated an telligent and
serious scholar who dedicated himself to his studies all the times. He
took classcs in jurisprudence and mystic studics.

Ruhollah was polite, clean and neat. He always remarked that
clergvmen should not look like beggars. He gradually became fanmous
not only in his homctown but throughout Iran. In latcr vears of his lifc,
Ruhollah the orphan bov became an international figure who became a
torchbearer for the oppressed countries that were struggling for their
independence.

While Ruhollah was pursuing his studies in Qom, he emulated
the lifestyvle of his teacher, the famous Sheikh Abdul Karim Hacri who
had a modcst disposition dcspitc his famc. Sheikh Hacri’s character
attracted voung Ruhollah who regarded him as his role model.
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Ruhollah had known several people who had been corrupted by
positions of power they held. In Sheikh Hacrd, he found a famous man
who was polite and down to earth.

In Qom, he had proposed to his teacher and fellow students to
fight against thc corrupt central government, which was bent on
eradicating Islam in Iran. Sheik Haeri totally opposed the idea of using
violence in solving problems. Ruhollah obliged because he respected
the Sheikh so much but did not crasc his mind of opposing the
government even if it meant the use of violence. To him, freedom of
the masscs from the tyrant rule of the dictatorship of the Shah was
paramount. He vowed to dedicate his life to rescuing the marginalized
people of Iran even 1f it cost him his own dear life.

Ruhollah was recgarded a disciplined clergy who had
succcssfully attained the academic and professional qualifications of a
clerev. He fought his battle being fully aware that he was born in Iran
a country which had maintaincd a continuous rcign of monarchial
govemment.

Therefore, Ruhollah’s dream for an Islamic state was not an
casv road to travcl ncither was it any casy war to win. At any onc
time, did any person imaginc that the young clergy would onc day cut
the traditional trends of his religious profession that obliged him to
only tcach and prcach the spiritual tidings without interfering with the
politics of the state?

While at the religious institution, he strugeled and later
convinced a big number of clerics who supported him. Together, they
mobilized the masses to wage campaigns against the Pahlavi Dynasty
from Reza Shah to Shah Mohammad's regimes.

Initially, the clergics were cxpected to deal with issucs
pertaining only to rcligion and ncver to involve themsclves with
politics. But the voung clerey detfied the traditional restrictions as he
found no rcason to scparatc religion from politics. Most of his
collcagucs in the clergy had no courage to opposc the govermment.
These had stuck to the thinking of Sheikh Haeri whose beliefs were
just in the opposite dircetion of Ruhollah Mussavi. As a result, two
factions cmerged in the ulama.
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In this regard. it required self-discipling and great foresight for
Ruhollah to couragcously stand out openly and opposc the mighty
Pahlavi regime. The Shah had a strong army, backed with the strong
support of the powerful western powers. It appeared as though nothing
would movc and disturb its foundations.

In 1929, and at the age of 27, he decided to marry. His wife
savs that when he first proposed love to her she refused. That night
she saw Fatima, the Hollv Prophet’s daughter, in a dream cncouraging
her to marry Ruhollah.

The following day, she told her parents that she had changed
her mind. When they finally got marricd, Ruhollah, kindly told his
wife that all he required of her was that she should observe the rules of
Islam. Todav, shc boasts that shc was the first and only wife of
Ruhollah for their lifec-long marriage which lasted sixty years.

Ruhollah led the life of an exemplary man. He always led a
modest lifc and was devoted to his religion and cultural tradition. He
was not happy with thc way the country was being run by the Pahlavi
Regime. This made him to stand up and vehemently voice his concern
without any fear of victimization. It was incvitablc that armed with his
strong rcligious conviction, coupled with his truc scnsc of right and
wrong, Ruhollah Musavi was fully prepared to fight the corrupt
Pahlavi regime.

Mecanwhilc, in the political scenario, Shah Ahmad the last king
of the Qajar Dynasty who had succeeded to the throne in 1909, at the
agc of cleven, was rcgarded as a weak personality who did not have a
full grip in the affairs of his rcign. The clergy opposcd his adversc
attitude towards the development of religious institutions and Islam as
a whole.

In the clergy arcna Ruhollah’s role model, Hacri, belicved that
the clerey should not be involved in politics vet the voung clerpy
Ruhollah was just the oppositc of his tecacher’s thinking. Reza Pahlavi,
the King of Kings had madc changes in thc country and went
unpopular with the clergy who felt that thev were the custodians of
Islam. Ruhollah supported the faction of the clergy which belicved
that politics should not be scparated from religion. He saw it as his
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utmost duty to challenge the Pahlavi regime in its evil attempts to
destroy Islam in Iran.

However, the situation reached a climax at Qom on 21 March
1928 when the Queen, the Shah’s wife, unveiled her head at a
traditional scrvice. Pcoplc regarded the act as an insult and protested
bv holding demonstrations. In retaliation, Shah Reza went to Qom
with some soldiers and entered into the Shrine with his shoes on. He
assaulted and arrcstcd members of the clergy. The ulama including
Imam Khomeini®* condemned the action.

From the Qom instance, many clerpvmen as well as other
Muslims wcere convinced that the Shah was bent on destroving Islam
in the country. Since then, the clerey and the faithful Muslims never
forgave the Shah for that act.






CHAPITER: 6

Pahlavi Dynasty

“Victory will be achieved when the roots of monarchy and
foreign influence are taken ouat of this land. The struggle to keep
monarchy in force, or return the Shah back by foreign agents or to
install another regime like thot is in vain, they are bygone. But if
they do not surrender to the nation, the nation will teach them a
lesson...”

Tmam Khomeini™®*" | February 1979, Behesht Zahra Cemetery, Telwan

I find 1t equally significant to mention the advent of the Pahlav
Dvnasty in this chapter since it was the last sample of monarchial
dominion in Iran. Aftcr centurics of monarchial rule, the Pahlavi
Dvnasty was the last to stand in a line of millennia-old monarchs. The
fall of the Pahlavi Kingdom signaled the birth of a new cra. This Dynasty
faced the full wrath of the Islamic Revolution of Iran that toppled the
historical monarchial rule and replaced it with an Islamic state.

A lot of significant cvents took place during the period of the
Pahlavi Dvnasty that coincided with the advent of the dynamic leader,
Imam Khomeini*®*. The dramatic emergence of the Pahlavi Dynasty
inflamed the cvents that were alrcady reaching a boiling point. It
collapsed historic dynastic regimes and marked a new phasc in the
history of Iran

Mcanwhile, in the political scenario, we should take cognizance
of the fact that Ahmad Shah the last king of the QQajari Dynasty who
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had succeeded to the throne in 1909 at the tender age of eleven was
regarded as a weak personality. During his reign, the Empcror did not
have a full erip in the affairs of his government. There was discontent
within the majority of the ulama. The clergy resented his negative
aftitude towards the development of religious institutions and Islam as
a whole,

Reza Khan, the ambitious official in the army was aware of his
king's wecakncsscs. Reza also knew that the clergy were a powerful
political force to be reckoned with. He was equally cognizant of the
barc fact that the Shah had badlv strained his relationship with the
ulama. He therefore scerctly hatched plans to overthrow his master
and grab the throne from him

Consecquently, in his sccret campaigns against his King, Reza
promiscd to protect the clergy and the general welfare of Islam and
Muslims. He promised the people that if they supported his idea of
overthrowing the King, together with the armed forees, he would
promote and preserve the dwindling glory of Islam in Iran.

As expected, many Muslims were behind Reza Khan's vigorous
campaign against Shah Ahmad. They saw it their duty to safcguard
their faith, which was bcing marginalized by the statc machinery.
Therefore, in order to defend their faith, thev felt that the only wise
and altcrnative action to take was to remove the unrcligious King from
the throne. They wanted him to be replaced by Reza Khan whom they
regarded to be their savior since he had shown great svmpathy with
their plight.

Eventually, Reza Khan succceded and deposed his King, Shah
Ahmad the last ruler of the Qajari Dynasty. Reza Khan took over the
reign and immediatcly obtained the title of the Commander-in-Chicf
of the Armed Forces of Iran.

After getting the news, there was spontaneous jubilation within
the Muslim community who at last fclt some relicf and visualized
hope and a bright futurc of Islam in the hands of the new ruler.

On 25 December 1925, Reza Shah took a step further and was
proclaimed the monarchial ruler of Iran. That is when Reza Shah
chosc Pahlavi as his family namec. After a fow months, the ambitious
ruler held a prestigious colorful ceremony where he crowned himself,
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Reza Shah Pahlavi Shah -en-Shah. meaning King of Kings. That
ceremony marked the beginning of the Pahlavi Dvnasty with great
pomp.

It should not be forgotten that for Reza Khan to succeed in
disposing Shah Ahmad of the Qajari and cventually coming to the
Iranian throne, it was largely through the unwavering support he got
from the Islamic ¢lergy.

Howcver, after a few ycars of his reign, Reza Shah Pahlavi the
‘King of Kings’ had changed his mind altogether. He disregarded his
promisc and constantly conflicted with the ulama and the Muslim
community at large. The clergy and their supporters later realized that
thev were betraved by Reza Khan,

There emerged a tug of war between the King and the clergy.
Conflicts and attacks became the order of the day. Hatred and mistrust
reigned supreme and an ugly atmosphere prevailed in the country as
the King continucd to make adverse changes against the promotion of
Islam in the country. He became unpopular among the clergy who felt
that they were custodians of Islam. Ruhollah and his supporters were
among the clergy who saw it as their obligation and utmost duty to
challenge the Pahlavi regime in its cvil attempt to destroy Islam in
Iran,

Ag if that unhcalthy cnvironment was not cnough, the ‘King of
Kings’, introduced a notorious law which forbad women from putting
on veils and men were required to put on European attire. All this was
unacceptable to practicing Muslims who considered the action as
unholy and an insult to the Islam culture.

As a result, Reza Shah Pahlavi's unpopularity with the clerey
and practicing Muslims grew morc and morc. The Pahlavi regime
tricd to control rcligious institutions and change some Islamic laws
and regulations in Iran,

The forcign powers bascd in the country continucusly kept on
manipulating thc Shah. They encouraged him to change some Islamic
laws and regulations in Iran in order to suit their wishes. This move
did not augur well with the clergy and their followers who witnessed
the threat of their religion under Shah Therefore; they felt that the
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sooner Reza Shah was removed from the throne, the better for the
cxistence of Islam in the country.

The ulama, together with the Muslims, violently objected to the
Shah’s unpopular uniformity of dress law in 1928 The law had made a
ruling that requircd all malcs to wear westcm stylc of dress. The law
immediately met with strong resistance and protest from theologian
students in Qom. They quickly organized demonstrations throughout
the small town where they protested against the law.

The Shah who had a strong liking for the Westem life stvle and
culturc ignored the protests. The Iranian ruler had been hoodwinked
by the western powers, which he cmulated so much. He procceded
with his intentions to control religions institutions and impose his
unpopular laws but was always met with unflinching resistance from
the clergy throughout the country.

As if the dress law for men was not enough to strain the sour
relationship between the Shah and the clergy, in 1933, he outlawed the
vcil from women folk. The Iranians could not fully comprchend the
extent of the degree of arrogance of their King. The Shah utterly
dceided to abandon his cultural tradition in order to assimilate to the
western culture which he admired.

As to the use of the veil, he appeared to have completely
forgotten that at least it was onc of the requircments of the Holy Book
of Islam, the Quran. Yect, during his youth, thc Shah must have been
fully exposed to an upbringing that observed the laws of the Holy
Qur’an.

Amazingly, this time, he appcarcd to have forgotten cvervthing.
The King did not seem to bother or care whether his actions offended
the Muslims or not. Yct, the Muslims were in the majority of the
Iranian population. He did not gage the repercussions of his actions in
upsetting the feelings of his subjects, the Iranians. Instead, the Shah
preferred to put his interest and those of the forcigners first. All he
was aiming at was mcrely to please and promote the culturc of his
Western allics who were occupyving large parts of Iran against the
wishes of the Iranians.

All in all, it would appear that the Shah had taken Tranians for
granted. But this time, thev could not tolerate it anv longer. They
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viewed the 1935 veil law as an insult to their religion since the act was
a dircct violation of the Islamic law. As a result, the clergy with the
full support of all other faithful Mushms defied the Shah’s orders and
strongly protested against the regime. Organized demonstrations were
stagcd in Tchran, (Qom, and Mashhad and in major towns country-
wide.

In retaliation, the Reza Shah swiftly reacted by taking his troops
to Qom. To add salt to injury, he entered into the holy shrinc with his
shoes on. With this action, the King had exhibited disrespect for holy
places. The Shah further assaulted and arrested members of the clergy.
The clergy including Ruhollah Khomicni strongly condemned the
action.

From the Qom incident, many clergy as well as othcr Muslims
were convinced that the Shah was certainly bent on destroving Islam
in the countrv. Thev considered those ruthless acts inflicted on the
masscs barbaric and diabolie. Since then, the clergy and the faithful
Muslims ncver forgave the Shah for thosc cvil actions. There was
discontent and bad blood between the clergy and the government. The
two partics could not trust and support cach other anvmorc. This had
provoked anger and conflicts that caused scveral deaths and injurics
inflicted by the Shah’s law enforcing agents against the defenseless
civilians. Pcople could not content it anymorc. They considered thosc
ruthless acts inflicted on the masses barbaric and diabolic.

The events shocked the entire nation which condemned Reza
Shah Pahlavi’s regime for the atrocitics. The clergy began to realize
how wrong thcy were in supporting Rcza Shah during his de-
campaigning of Shah Ahmad.

On the other hand, the Shah was fully awarc of the power and
influence of the clergy. He also kncw that he was graduallv loosing
their support. But the Emperor was consoled by the fervent support he
was getting from forcign powers, merchants and civil servants. Sadly,
the situation was gathering momentum in crcating an ugly tensc
atmosphere between the Shah’s regime and the people of lran as a
whole.

Mecanwhilc, as a means of attcmpting to appcasc a scction of the
Iranian population as well as the foreign powers based and occupying
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the country, Reza Shah Pahlavi exerted all his efforts and power to
uplift thc country’s status. In tcrms of general development, the
regime made special efforts to embark on the development of textiles,
building new roads, docks and railwavs. All in all, the development
scemed to have benefited a section of the population as it particularly
focused more on the rich and foreigners.

It Tater surfaced that, in the process of those developments, the
Shah and his corrupt cronics enriched themselves to the core. It also
emerged that the Shah's administration turned out to be poles apart
from the wishes of the Iranian masscs. This was just the oppositc of
the lcadership of Imam Khomeini™*', which was to come aftcr about
forty-four vears. Throughout Reza Shah Pahlavi’s reign, 1t was quite
apparent and evident that the Shah alwavs relied heavilv on the
support and aid from forcign powers. The country depended morc on
foreign aid, which was given with lots of strings attached.

At the end of 1939, when the Second World War broke out, the
Shah and Hitler, the German ruler, had already strengthened their tics.
By 1940, over two thousand Germans were reported to be in lran
involved in the construction industry.

The devclopment did not augur well with the British and
Russians who saw it as a threat to their seltish ends. As a result, the
soldicrs of the two powers marched into the country in August 1941,
without any rcsistancc from Iran. A ccasc-firc agrcement was signed
two dayvs later where Russia and Britain occupied greater parts of Iran.
The whole scenario reflected great weaknesses on the part of the
Iranian government of that time.

However, through the maneuver of the British, on 16 September
1941, Recza Shah Pahlavi was forced to leave the country. His son
Mohammad Rcza immediately succceded him. The end of Reza Shah
Pahlavi regime’s dictatorship conveved happiness to the Iranians all
ovcr the country. Onec the people knew that the Shah had left Tran,
they immediatcly  cxpressed  their joy by holding massive
demonstrations in the streets marching. To them the enemy of Islam
had unceremoniously left the land of his birth heading for unknown
destinations.
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Meanwhile, his vouthful son took over the reigns of the Pahlavi
Dvnasty. The succession by this new ruler brought jubilation to the
clergy as the rest of the Iranians did not like Reza's rule. They placed
all their fervent hopes in the voung King, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi.
They viewed the new ruler as their savior and hoped that he would
restore bridges between the government and Iranian masses.

When the voung Emperor took over, he was fully aware of his
father’s unpopularity with the Iranians in gencral and the clergy in
particular. Therefore, he endeavored to patch up the impasse that had
been crcated by his father by immediatcly amending the Education
law in order to improve the management of religious institutions. This,
he hoped, would please the disgruntled clergy together with their
supportcrs. He belicved that the action would amend the sour
relationship that had been crcated by his father.

However, it should also be taken into account that the new
rulcr, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi had succecded his father when he was
still very young. He was incxpericneed to cffectively rule Tran. As a
result, the regime faced several limitations in terms of moving in the
right dircction and sourcing for corrcct adviec. Furthcrmore, onc of
the main problems facing the ncw King was that, he could not cxercisc
his full authority since his territory was still occupied by foreign
powers that ill advised and influenced him badly.

By 1945, after the Sccond World War, the forcign troops werc
still in Iran. This meant that the foreign powers™ interferences in the
affairs of Iran were still prevalent and adversely cffective. Therefore,
there was no way the young King could possibly rule thc Empirc
without consulting the occupving forces who most often were self
centered and looked after their own mterests.

Howecver, it should also bc obscrved that during Mohammad
Reza Shah’s reign, there were two main schools of thought within the
clergv. Therc were people like Ayatollah Mohammad Hussein
Borujerdi supported by modcrate Ulama, who stressed that the clergy
should not be involved with politics but only stick to religious matters.
The moderate Ulama were strongly supported by the Shah as opposed
to the other faction.
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Meanwhile, Avatollah Borujerdi assembled 2000 clergies in
Qom, from 20-21 Fcbruary 1951, where radical clerics werc
threatened with expulsion if they aligned themselves with the political
activities of the country. All this was done in order to consolidate and
enforce the Shah’s authority.

On the other hand, Avatollah Abol Qassem Kashani, a militant
cleric who believed that religion should not be separated from politics,
led the other school of thought. He and the other ulama , vehemently
opposed Borujerdi’s views. Kashani went further to quote the Prophet
of Islam when he says, “He, who upon waking docs not concemn
himself with the affairs of Muslims, is not himsclf a Muslim...”
Avatollah Kashani strongly believed that his views were in conformity
with the Islamic principles and valucs.

The Ayatollah cmphasized that Islamic doctrines applicd to
people’s social life and also advised his supporters not to submit to
some of the foreign culturcs that were bent on the destruction of Islam.

As could be cxpected, the radical group did not at all amusc the
government of the dav since it kept on opposing the Emperor. In
retaliation, the Shah attempted all possible mcans to pacify the rebels.
Unfortunately, his cfforts appcared to fall on the hard rock. The ulama
and their supporters intensified the strugele in different forums. If
anything, Avatollah Kashani built a solid foundation whosc basc the
Islamic Revolution of Tran utilized to fight and overthrow the Pahlavi
Dvnasty.

However, little did Ayatollah Kashani and his collcagucs know
that after the next twenty vears, Imam Khomeini™* would take over
and fruitfully utilize the same sentiments during the struegle of the
Islamic Revolution of Iran? The principal goal, set during the strugele,
was to topple the Pahlavi regime and replace it with an Islamic statc.
Indeed. this was a mammoth task to perform.

Despite the fact that the rcgime was hcavily supported by
powcrful forcign nations, the unarmed forces led by a couragcous
clerevman Imam Khomeini™" suppressed it. The victorv of the
Islamic Revolution of Iran freed the country from oppressive and
corrupt monarchial rule. It cnabled the nation to cnter into a ncw cra,
which established an Islamic state that turned out to be a shining
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example to other countrigs that were strugpling to free themselves
from colonial supprcssion and oppression. The new statc was a modcl
to the country and the world at large.

Meanwhile, during the bloody struegle, the clergy and the
masscs sought wavs of rcscuing their religion from total annihilation.
On the other hand, the Pahlavi regime was bent on employving ruthless
means and tactics to crush any resistance from the masses.






CHAPTER: 7
THE SAVAK CENTER

“Today | am informed that some [slumic preachers and
arators of Tehran were taken to the SAVAK’s office and threatened.
They were told not to speak ill of the Shah; not to attack Israel; and
not to say Istam is in danger. They are free to say on any other
subjects than these three. Yet, all our problems and differences are
on these three issues. If these are set aside, then, there are no
differences”.

Tmam Khomeini®*" speech on the occasion of the *Aslura®, 4% June 1963

Since the establishment of kingdoms and empires of the world,
sceret scrvice institutions safcguarding the interests of the rulers have
always been there. The sceurity agents served as the cves and cars of
the ruling governments. In most cases, the organizations were
notorious and murdcrous. Often, they instilled fear in people. Scerct
arrcsts, imprisonments and abductions becamc the order of the day.
The victims were subjected to unbelievable inhuman torture and brutal
trcatment.

In casc of Persia, from the rcign of Cyrus the Great, scerct
institutions had always served Iranian Shahs. Thev protected the
intercsts of the ruling Emperors. Often, thesc scerct agents acted with
brutality in order to asscrt the ruler’s authority.

The svstems served the rulers to sustain their dvnasties over
centurics. It is also truc that rulers strongly belicved that without them,
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their kingdoms would quickly perish. The systems served to sustain
their kingdoms as they conccived that, without scerct agents, the
empires would be similar to those led by blind and deaf rulers. Of
course, the same practice prevailed in all other kingdoms of the world.
Thercfore, for kingdoms to exist, thev nceded these “cyes and cars™ so
that thev could see and hear what the people were thinking about their
empires. To date secrets agents exist in all kingdoms throughout the
world. They also bring to the ruler the bad and good tidings prevailing
in his jurisdiction.

The other purposc of these scerct agents was to detect any threat
to the throne and nip it in thc bud. The Shah’s rcgimc was no
exception. It had its notorious secret apparatus called the SAVAK, and
in full mecans, Sazman Amniyyat Va Inile'at Keshvar meaning,
Organization for National Information Security of IRAN,

During the Pahlavi Dynasty, Britain, United States of America
and Isracl built large espionage organizations in Iran, which served
their own intercsts. Around 1957, the so-called super-powers assisted
the Shah to establish a modem intelligence svstem named SAVAK,
The Iranian State Intclligence Sceurity Organization was intended to
train pcople who would be used in the dctection of sophisticated
Soviet eclectic espionage.

The recruits were trained in such countrics as Amcrica, Britain
and Isracl. The main responsibilitics of SAVAK were to gather
foreign intelligence and state security. SAVAK was in reality a
combination of thc FBI, M1-5 and CIA, the organizations introduced
by the forcign powcers. The SAVAK was initially vicwed as a special
information centre meant to police the Middle East as a whole. But its
role later changed to a notorious torture center during the height of the
Islamic Revolution of Tran’s strugglcs.

My second and third trips to Iran, in 2006 and 2008
respectively, gave me the rarc opportunitics to visit the infamous sitc
of the SAVAK Center where those heinous agents carried out their
abominable activities.

It appears, though, that the Shah’s usc of his scerct agents went
to an cxcessive extreme. Going by what I saw and gathered from the
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interviews with inmates at the Center, I was left with no shadow of
doubt that the Shah and his agents had a total disrcgard for human lifc.

After the SAVAK s creation, the vear 1971 was a period of
ageression. The Center became a place for all political ntrigues.
Among other assignments, thc SAVAK organization was charged
with the duties of identifving anti-government ¢lements.

In this respect, the main targets were the freedom fighters who
suffcred untold atrocitics such as physical torturcs and intcrrogations
during the struggle of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. But the harsh
trcatments and persccutions did not deter the freedom fighters in any
way from prosccuting the war against the corrupt govermment.

The Shah sanctioned that kind of treatment at the Center as the
practicc was scrving the interests of his regime. He viewed SAVAK as
an indispcnsablc organization that safcguarded his empirc and life.
The place was notoriously renowned for its atrocities inflicted on the
pcople who opposed the Shah’s regime.

The government considered it as a deterrent to outstanding
political activists who were in thousands both men and women
fighting for their frecdom during the Islamic Revolution of Iran. These
pcople were subjected to all forms of torturc in the hands of the
intelligence and security agents.

To say the lcast, the SAVAK Center was a hell on carth. Tt was
a horriblc place of untold suffering for the unlucky inmatcs. Scveral
political prisoners were murdered without anv court trials. Anvbody
who passcd through the Center would tell you that he was lucky to
comc out alive. Too many lives were lost at the notorious placc.

The outstanding freedom fighters during the Islamic Revolution
of Iran’s struggle were targeted. This was meant to instill fear to their
followers so that the Islamic Revelution of Iran would be abandoned.
Instead, the movement scemed to be accelerated by the deaths and
atrocitics inflicted on the frecdom fighters at the SAVAIK Center and
clscwhere. The revolutionary spirit inspircd the hearts of the people of
Iran and spread its wings throughout the country.

On the other hand, the SAVAK torturcrs continued to employ
scveral methods of interrogating and murdcring the inmates. Onc of
the wavs used, was death by hanging the prisoner in a cross formation.
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This 1s when an inmate would be undressed and ordered to stand on a
chair while the hands were ticd up or handcuffed to a pillar. Suddenly,
the chair under his feet was removed away a situation that left the
inmate suspended in the air. He was left dangling in that position like
a log of wood. Hc could not help himsclf. In that humiliating manncr,
the inmate was mercilessly whipped and the body bled in all parts.
The prisoner was left to pass out under severe pains. The hanging
corpsc resembled somcone crucificd on the cross. Indecd, that was a
horrible scene to experience vet, the torturers enjoved it.

Another form torturc at the Center was whipping the prisoncr
whilc he was foreed to sit in an Apollo chair with fect and hands ticd
together. After that, an electric current was switched on to inflict the
grcatcst and unbearable shocks and pains that left permancnt marks
and damages to the inmate. The parts most affected were soles of the
feet and parts of the body that came in contact with the electrified
wires. Scveral prisoncrs lost their lives during or after the
intcrrogation. If they survived death by any chance, they were left to
live as disabled individuals for the rest of their lives.

The other method was torture in the cage similar to a dog’s
kenncl made of metal. Apart from inflicting pains, the idca behind that
was to humiliate the inmate to the level of a dog. This was one of the
most crucl mecthods of torturc which Icft inmates with permancnt
disabilitics if they were luck to be alive. The prisoncr would be forced
to fit himself into the small cage where electric shocks were trigeered
to causc scvere burns or death in the process of inflicting the pains.

SAVAK's torturc methods included inscrting broken glass and
pouring boiling water into the rectum or tving weights to the testicles.
Extracting tecth and nails, buming scnsitive parts with cigarcttes and
deprivation the prisoners of slecp by making them stand all night.

Another horrible form of torture was sitting a prisoner on a
heated chair whilc naked. This form of torture often left one dead of
pains or lcaving the inmates deformed on sensitive parts of the body.

The SAVAK also emploved psvchological torture. For instance,
to cxtricatc information from husbands and fathers they would
scxually assault their wives and daughters beforc them. That sounds
unbelievable but that 1s what expired at SAVAK, the place of torture.
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Apart from the tortures inflicted on the inmates, the living
conditions at SAVAK Prison Center were far below any poor
standards the reader might imagine. The prisoners were kept in small
damp cells which had only one straw mattress. The lack of heating
during the winter and cooling svstcms during the summer scasons
made living conditions unbearable.

Yet, some prisoners miraculously survived the rigorous tortures
whilc many frcedom fightcrs lost their lives. Among the lucky
survivors of the SAVAK Center 1s, His Eminency Avathollah
Khamenei, His Exccllency Mr. Rafsanjani and a fow others.

Howcver, the bitter history of the notorious SAVAK center
which lasted for nearly twentv-two vears ended with the sweat and
sweet of the victory of the Islamic Revolution of the Islamic Republic
of Iran in 1979 led by Imam Khomeini™®*. The victory drastically
changed the country’s history from a long period of monarchial
dvnasties to an Islamic state.

After the cstablishment of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the
leadership of the new state decided to convert the former notorious
torture Center into Kbrar Museum. The scenes in the Center vividly
portray and narratc the horrendous story of the former SAVAK Center
in a nutshell, Today, Fhrar Museum is a hive activity where people
visit it to reflect the cruelty that prevailed during the Pahlavi Dynasty
in a span of fiftv vecars.

On the other hand, visits to the Center will consequently, help
to portray the courage and determination demonstrated by the freedom
fighters during the Islamic Revolution of Iran. The hcinous crimcs
committed by the regime are exhibited in a dramatic artistic form. The
Ebrai Muscum of Iran has embarked on recording the memorics of the
political prisoncrs and cxposcs the tragic cvents as a way of preserving
the cultural heritage of the country’s historical stages.

Indced, Ebraf Muscum of Iran has attracted domestic and
forcign visitors who havc commented highlv the artistic sct up at the
Muscum. Indeed, the Museum would save generations to come, to
refleet how the nation united to fight and free themsclves from the
corrupt and murdcrous Pahlavi regime.
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It should also be observed that while the Shah, relving on his
scerct police, SAVAK, on in onc way he had cut himsclf from the
people, and underestimated the influential role of the clerics in the
Iranian religious society. As we shall see in the next chapter, the
Emperor had indeed made a gricvous mistake that cost him to loosc a
dvnasty his father had founded in the 1920s.



CHAPITER: 8

The Islamic Revolution of IRAN

“From fear to courage, from despair to confidence, from
selfishness to devotion to God, and from disunity to alliance, that
miraculous change led us to resolve this very great problem that
perhaps the entire world had thought impossible fo solve. Do not
believe that Iran had arms. Iran’s arms were rocks, clubs and fists.
However, its spivitual arms were its faith in religion, its fuith in God
and ifs reliance upon the sodrce aof all powers and the unify of
words”, Tmam Khomeini™®*" nternational Qods Day Speech, 1 August, 1981

In my survey of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, I quickly
discovered that Imam Khomeini™ ™ was no doubt a highly influcntial
force to reckon with in the execution of the struggle. His bold
deelarations and sclf sacrifices were of such considerable cffect that
scnt repeated shockwaves that finally knocked down all the joints of
the Pahlavi regime,

It miraculously brought the powerful regime down on its knces.
Such was the cffect of the Imam’™s words and deeds that he could
incense the followers of Islam in Iran to react like iron filings in a
magncetic ficld. The Iranian masscs, in turn, rosc with onc voice that
toppled and endced the tvrannical oppressor, the Pahlavi Dyvnasty.

I found myself comparing the Shah and Imam Khomeini™"
with the biblical instances that came to my mind. Especially, the Imam
as the small David armed with his profound belicf in God against the
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Shah as Goliath buckled and belted with powerful foreign machinery
and the SAVAK apparatus.

I wondered how Imam Khomeini™™ could gather so much
strength, like the proverbial Samson, to take on such a powerful
regime and pull it down by its fect. To the unrcscrved joy of the
oppressed, the Pahlavi government finally crumpled to the ground
with 1ts mighty forces. The Islamic Revolution of Iran ominously
makes a parallcl depiction of these biblical storics. Thercfore, this
chapter takes a closer look at the strategies Imam Khomeini™"
emploved in order to strengthen his followers and weaken his
cnemies.

Ever since the early 1960s, the grounds for revolution in Iran
had been set. Around 1962, Ruhollah had already exhibited
indications of promincnt qualitics of lcadership. At the age of 27
vears, he had alreadv acquired enough knowledge to equip himself
with cffective strategics in attacking the Pahlavi Dvnasty. In 1962,
voung Ruhollah camc out in the open and incrcascd his confrontation
with the Shah. He wrote articles opposing the government of the day.

In Qom, hundreds of pcople attended his two-day weekly
mectings. He cventually gained fame as a lecturcr as well as a writer.
Ruhollah was a professional with exceptional vision on mystical
matters. He was a disciplined and principled scholar who dedicated his
lifc to thc scrvicc of the less advantaged poor people in his
community. Throughout his lifetime, he displaved high qualities of
stcadfasincss in his approach towards the cnemics of Islam and the
oppressed people of Iran as well as the contemporary world.

The 1dea of establishing an Islamic government, gave hope and
aspiration to the people. They felt that under the Pahlavi regime, their
religion was in great danger. The Imam’s outstanding lcadcrship sent a
sense of confidence in his supporters. In turn, they used his name on
banners, posters and in their slogans during demonstrations that werc
now constantly staged all over Iran.

After Professor Haer's demise, the young Ruhollah who was
only 35 vcars was choscn by the board of directors of (Qom to lcad the
clergyv. He had no option but to aceept the challenging position. Whilc
some people thought that his prestigious position would stop him from
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opposing the government. instead. Imam Khomeini™" accelerated his
attacks fcarlessly opposing the government for its rampant tvranny
and corruption.

During the Islamic Revolution of Iran, Imam Khomeini™™
cxcrted his entire cffort towards condemning the Pahlavi Dynasty. On
the other hand, the Shah was desperately trving to eradicate Islam in
the country. He did not care about the plight of the poor oppressed
pcople.

The Imam continuously attacked the regime without any favor
or fear. He was fully convinced that the Shah’s evil forces would not
prevail against his modcsty sensc of political and social justice he had
built around himself. With the support he got from his colleagues, the
Imam gained confidence. He belicved that cventually the spiritual
forecs would certainly defeat the Shah’s cvil regime.

The students taught by Imam Khomeini®™ in Qom benefited
tremendously from his lectures in that theyv received both spiritual and
political awarcness. The period coincided with the cstablishment of
the Pahlavi Dynasty under Shah Reza who was fighting tooth and nail
to transform the Iranian monarchy into a dictatorship state sidelining
Islam which he assumed posed danger to his administration.

Since the Shah was fully aware of the clergies” intluence to the
Iranian masses, he therefore endeavored to climinate Islam. He viewed
it as a political, social and cultural forec in the country. The Shah
believed that once Islam was eliminated, his monarchy would do what
it pleascd as there would be no clergies to opposc his government. As
a rcsult, he would be free to promulgate any corrupt laws without
challenges.

On the other hand, the clergy had felt that it was their duty and
obligations to dcfend Islam from the corrupt regime. To the upright
spiritual leaders, religion was a guide and torchbearer for the growth
of the nation. Yet, to the corrupt lcaders, it was a threat to the
cxistenee of their regimes.

Therefore, the two forces operated in different directions. As a
result, clashes between the monarch and the clergy were constantly
cxpericneed during the reign of Shah Reza and his son Mohammad
Reza Pahlavi. The two contrasting characters and views of the Shah
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and Imam Khomeini™™, on matters pertaining to national interests,

had always sct the collision coursc. One was corrupt, powcr-hungry
and secking the continuity of a personal dvnasty. The Shah relied and
clung to the foreign powers. Imam Khomeini™ had a straight
forward personality. He was always sccking the welfarc of the masscs
and gaining the pleasure of God by aligning all his actions and
motives with his divine duties.

Shah Rcza Shah’s policics were hinged on three main
principles. The first principle was that of a rough and tough police and
military rule. He could bully the masses and all political oppositions.
The sccond was bascd on an absolute fight against Islam and the
clerev. He was fully aware that the people’s religious conviction was
the only stumbling block in his way to attaining absolute power and
pcrsonal wealth and glory. The rcligious leaders tumed out to be an
obstruction that limited his powers in meddling with the law. The third
and final principle was that of forgctting his cultural identity. Instcad,
he was heavily influcnced by the westermn culture that he ecmulated and
glorified so much. The so called White Revolution was a case in point
which portrayed how far the Shah had gone in neglecting his people at
the expensc of the forcigners.

One can see how Shah Reza's stance purely contrasted with that
of thc Imam, a man who was the personification of virtue, chastity,
and devotion. Imam Khomeini™*' placed his trust in the might of the
clergy and glorified the honor of the Islamic religion which he viewed
as the only refuge for the people in times of trouble.

In the casc of Imam Khomeini™®*, his public political
sentiments against the Pahlavi regime came out way back in 1930
when his published articles came out challenging the regime. In 1941,
his boek, the Kashf-ai Asrar, was published and read widely in Iran.
The book was highly critical of the Pahlavi government policies. He
deseribed their policics as a gross abandonment of the principles of
Islam. Later in the carly 1960s, Imam Khomeini™*' never rested. He
continued condemning the corrupt policies the government was
promoting.

It should also be mentioned that during the carly stages of the
revolution, it was not gasy for a person to stand up and openly oppose
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the Shah’s policies. It required a person with unwavering courage. For
instance, in 1962, Imam Khomcini™*' managed to gather a fow
religious students where he publicly campaigned against the opening
of liquor shops in the citv. The regime nursed a grudge and waited for
a day to revcnge.

The Imam was fully aware of the fact that the Shah was being
influenced and supported by the foreign powers which were the
cncmics of the Iranian masses. Conscquently, he did not sparc them
from his constant attacks and condemnation. Eventually, Imam
Khomeini™ " was well known in all corers of Qom where he had
studicd and was now living. His famc rapidly sprcad. Thc namc
Khomeini became synonvmous with the defenders of Islam not only
in Qom but also in the whole country of Iran.

Since Imam Khomeini™* and a number of supporters lived in
Qom_ a lot of anti-povemment activities were centralized there,
Fevziveh Theological College was a hive of activities where 1ssues
pertaining to government opposition and formulation of stratcgics
were worked out. People converged to organize demonstrations
against the Shah’s rule. As a result, the center became famous to the
revolutionarics whilc the government outlawed it as a notorious place.

There was a clash of interests between the two forces. The
government  issucd  dircetives that mectings at Fevziveh be
discontinucd. Whilc the ulama dirceted that mectings should continue.
This deadlock brought about a nasty incident where the Shah
unlcashed his notorious army and sccurity agents at the scminary.
These forces ransacked the institution and moved around shouting,
‘Long live the King, Long live the King. ..

Immediatcly after that, the brutal soldicrs fired savagely at the
crowd butchering and maiming the innocent unarmed students. Their
blood sushed and flowed evervwhere covering the surrounding streets,
The massacre was perpetrated by hcavily armed soldicrs against
unarmed dcfenscless college students, boys under the age of
seventeen. The innocent voungsters were in the prime of their lives.

As if that was not cnough, the soldiers went into the rooms
where they collected the holv Q urans, other rcligious books and
furniture. These were heaped together and set on fire. All this was
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done in order to scare Imam Khomeini™* and his supporters. On the
contrary, the incident was the starting point of a period of scrious
struggle against the Shah’s mistakes. However, as soon as Imam
Khomeini™™ learned of the sad news, he immediately visited the
scenc and shed tears. He then praved and later fasted for scven days.
In the process, successful demonstrations were organized throughout
the country.

The attack at the seminary was a clear indication that the Shah
was an engmy of Islam and the Iranian people. His hostile action
reflected a ruler who did not care about the welfare of his pcople. The
cold-blooded murder of the unarmed young students portraved the
actions of a blood-thirsty ruthless ruler. The actions of attacking his
own people, clearly reflected that the Shah was being used as a pawn
of the forcign powers. His actions were bent to plcase and support the
occupying foreign forces then based in the country.

In Iran, the Shah became a very unpopular figure with the
masscs vet, Imam Khomeini™*' stood up to be a revered iconic leader
who drew a lot of respect from the struggling masses. He openly told
the lranians that, they were fighting the Shah in order to topple his
corrupt regime and replace it with an Islamic state.

In order to silence him the Shah imprsoned Imam
Khomeini™™ for two months. But once out of the prison gates, he
confinucd to aftack the Pahlavi’s corrupt policics of his govemment.
In 1963, the Imam called for a bovcott of parliamentary elections. He
was again arrested and imprisoned for about eight months but
immediatcly after his release, Imam Khomeini™* strongly denounced
America and the Shah for destroving the dignity, integrity and the
national sovereignty of Iran. The Imam became a thom in the Shah's
flesh.

On 3 June 1963, Imam Khomeini™" delivered a speech at
Fevziveh Seminary where he pointed out that the regime was
fundamentally opposcd to Islam and the cntirc cxistence of the
religious institution. Just like Isragl does not want the Q’uran and
clergy to exist in lran. Through its agents it wishes to eliminate
Feyziveh Scminary and other institutions of higher lcaming.
Surprisingly, the Shah followed blindly in the path of lsrael, the
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enemy of the country that was an archenemy of Islam and wanted to
fulfill its diabolic objcctions.

He went further to say that the Iranians should not to forget how
Britain, Sovigt Union and America attacked Iran during the World
War II when they invaded and occupicd the country. The Shah was
also reminded of what happened to hig father Shah Reza Pahlavi the
so-called “King of Kings’. He was advised to listen to the clergy’s
wisc picecs of advicc and their desire for the welfare of the nation.
The Imam emphasized that the ulama had patriotism at heart, which
was lacking in his regime’s administration.

On 4 November 1964, Imam Khomcini®™*' delivered yet
another powerful speech in front of his house in Qom where he
lamented upon the pathetic sitnations prevailing in the countrv. He
said that Iran had no longer festivals to celcbratc as the regime had
turned festivals into mouming. They had sold the people’s
independence and their dignity had been trampled upon. With regards
to thc cxpostulatory rights to thc United Statcs, thc regime had
reduced the Iranian people to a level lower than that of an American
dog, because if an Iranian runs over a dog belonging to an American,
he would be prosccuted. Whercas, if an Amcrican cook ran over an
Iranian, he would not be prosecuted at all because the law had been
twisted to benefit and suit the Amcerican people living in Iran.

He went further to say that the dollar power had forcibly placcd
the Iranian people to all sorts of disadvantages. In fact, the Shah's
administration had adversely compromiscd the Iranian’s intcgrity by
the loan it got with strings attachcd. The regime wanted a loan and
America demanded unfair conditions in turn. As a result, the United
States cnjoved the legal immunity but Tranians lived like prisoners in
the land of their birth.

After the Shah and his supporters had realized that the influence
of the clergy was an impediment to their corrupt activitics. They
sought all sorts of ways in order to destroy Imam Khomeini™*' and
the ulama’s popularity with the people but it all falled. Meanwhile, the
intelligence organizations had also identified that the clergy were
about 350000 in numbcr and that their salarics were very low.
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Therefore, the Shah wanted to cut the links of the clerpy from the
Imam by emploving divide and rule tactics.

As a way of inducing the clergy and gain their full support, he
promised to supply them medicines and support them financially. The
Shah further managed to lurc some top clergics. He held scerct
meetings with them and devised links with some theological
institutions.

Eventually, all cfforts sccmed to hit on a hard rock as the
majority of the clergy were followers of Imam Khomeini™*”s idcals.
His speeches had left fresh memories in their minds. The supporters
could not bc influenced by a small scction of misled clergy who
followed the Shah. Sooner or later most of the misled group joined the
pro-Imam group and the movement gathered massive momentum
which madc people ungovemable. Demonstrations became the order
of the dav throughout the major cities of Iran.

The situation in the country was not only uncomfortable for the
govcmment but also the forcign powers that supported the regime. As
a result, the Shah used all frantic efforts to quell the demonstrations
and stop the Imam from the popularity and respeet he had garncred
among the peoplc.

The Shah finally decided to remove and isolate him from the
people. This causcd Imam Khomeini™ " being arrested from his home
in (om and scnt to Tchran in confinement. The students and other
supporters converged in Tehran and organized demonstrations in
protest of the Imam’s detention. They did not take the action lightly
but the students strongly pressurized the government for the Tmam's
immediate release.

The Shah could not withstand the pressure. Imam Khomeini™ ™
was rcleascd and got out of imprisonment. The Shah hoped that the
Imam would stop criticizing the government after having learned a
lesson in detention. The imprisonment did not in anvway deter the
detcrmined Imam from attacking the Shah’s corrupt regime.

In 1964, Imam Khomeini™™ openly denounced the “White
Revolution™ and exposed its evil motives. He pointed out that the
movc was mcant to strengthen the Shah’s wealthy and power basc as
well as increasing the United States of America’s dominance over
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Iranians. The Imam gave a series of sermons at Fevziveh Seminary in
{Qom criticizing the Shah’s regime. He strongly denounced the Shah™s
action, admonishing him not to behave in such a barbaric manner. He
fervently warned him that one day people would force him to leave
the country and rcjoicc over his departurc. This turned to be a
prophecy. After a spell of 14 vears, the Shah was forced to leave the
country and there were jubilations in the whole of Iran. Imam
Khomeini™*' vigorously continucd to opposc the rampant corruption,
prevailing within the Shah’s regime. The crticisms were further
incensed and fueled by the granting of immunity to American
pcrsonnel in Iran.

The Shah finally discovered how difficult 1t was to silence the
Spiritual Leader who had become a thorn in his government’s flesh.
He togcther with the advice received from forcign supporters hatched
a plan to remove Imam Khomeini™™" from the country. They finally
decided to send Imam Khomeini™™ into exile and hoped that the
movc would cut off his links and influence from the masscs.

Consequently, in November 1964, Imam Khomeini was
arrested and sent to Turkey in exile. The Imam first staved in Ankara
and was latcr moved to Bursa. Knowing the unfavorable conditions in
Bursa, his supporters pressunized the Shah to transfer him to some
other country. In response, the Shah sent Imam Khomeini™ " to Najaf
in October 1963, where he lived for thirtcen vears in exile.

While the Imam was in lraq, large numbers of Iranians on
pilgnmage to and fro the holy city of Najaf, passed through Imam
Khomeini®™*"s residence. They came to listen to his specches and
collect recorded cassettes of his sermons, which attacked the Shah's
regime. As a result, of the Imam's popularity, the Shah structed the
Iraq force to surround his housc in order to limit access to the Spiritual
Leader. But all was in vain. That did not stop people from sneaking
into the country in order to sharc idcas with Imam Khomeinit™ ™.

In Najaf, Imam Khomeini™* made a strong and cffective
establishment. He had a solid base where he accelerated his criticism
of the Shah’s corrupt regime together with his foreign allies. The
Imam managed to send smuggled periodicals, articles and declarations
to his supporters in Iran. Furthermore, he got some encouragement

(R.A)
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from several important visitors from Iran who constantly briefed him
on the progress of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. As time went on,
Imam Khomeini™" became a man of great popularity and respeet in
Najaf and in his homeland.

In Iran, the Imam had grabbed confidence and inspired the
hearts of many religious scholars and the masses. They continued to
organize and execute campaigns and demonstrations against the
corrupt Pahlavi regimce and his allics.

The Shah who had now got wind of Imam Khomeini™®*"s
activities was terribly worried. He could not figure out what next step
to take in order to cut off thc links between the Imam and his
supporters who had kept on increasing dayv by dayv. The situation made
him very worried and uncomfortable.

The Shah madc arrangements with the Trag government that
Imam Khomeini™*" lcaves the country and his next destination was
France. The Shah felt relieved as he thought that he had finally
isolatcd and silenced his cnemy. He was convinced that the long
distance between the two countries would serve to immediately stop
the Imam’s communications with the lramans. With that done, the
Shah would rule the statc without any interference.

Eventually, the Spiritual Leader left for Paris where the Shah
had a strong belict that the distance would automatically forbid his
contacts with Iranians. Yect in reality, the oppositc was the casc as the
long distance did not at all deter the Imam from the attacks and threats
he posed to the Shah’s monarch. Instcad, the anti-Shah activitics
intcnsificd in a bigger way.

In practical terms, the centrality of France to the world was a
great advantage to Imam Khomeini™™’s execution of his objectives in
the administration of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. By then, the
Revolution had gathered momentum in everv comer of Iran. Although
he was physically hundreds of kilometers away from his country of
birth, but the Imam was in fact spiritually very close and present in the
hearts of his Iranian people. This was confirmed by demonstrations,
which had spread in Iran like untrcated canccr in a paticnt’s body.

Whilc in France, numcrous Iranian travelers from countrics of
Europe, America and other continents passed through his place to pay
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courtesy calls and brief him on the progress of the Revolution at home
and abroad. In the process, scveral dircetives and dcclarations werc
secretly smuggled and passed to his supporters in his homeland. The
Imam was also afforded a strategic position to have access to the
world mcdia where his thoughts and idcas were published and sprcad
to global audiences. In France. Imam Khomeini™" made scveral
interviews with foreign press that distributed and spread his ideas
throughout the country.

Meanwhile, in Iran, Mohammad Shah Reza Pahlavi who was
aware of the Imam’s activities through his secret agents could not
comprchend any better way of handling Imam Khomcini and the anti-
Shah campaigns taking place in his domain. By 1977 1t was crvstal
clcar that the Imam had badly wrecked the foundations of the Pahlavi
regime and that it was shaking to such an cxtent that it would collapsc
anvtime. The Shah was left with no other idea to solve the problems
bedeviling his monarch.

Howcver, in Najaf, some ugly tragedy befell the Imam when on
23™ November 1977, his eldest son Hajj Mustafa was assassinated by
the SAVAK agents. Hajj Sevved Mustafa was one of his ardent
supporters and was always very closc to his father. The regime was
fully contented that the tragedy would change and frighten the Imam
and the people who were opposing the Pahlavi regime.

The Shah also hoped that Imam Khomeini™* would losc heart
and discontinue the Revolution. But, the opposite was the case; the
Imam sent stronger and determined directives to topple the regime.
His supporters all over Tran were incensed and inflamed by the cold-
blooded murder of their leader’s son. They condemned the murderous
regime and accclerated their opposition of the corrupt government.
Demonstrations were organized and spread throughout the country.

About a month after the murder of the son of the leader of the
Islamic Revolution of Iran, Amcrica’s President Jim Carter, visited the
Shah in Tchran and showcred him with praiscs as a wisc statcsman
who was greatly loved by his people. Subsequently, just seven davs
after the Amcrican President had left Tran, the government controlled
press went on to print an article purporting that Imam Khomeini™*
was an agent of the foreign powers,
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The false allepation was meant to detract the Imam’s supporters
so that they would look upon him as a traitor. Instcad, the accusation
trigeered uncontrolled anger in all his supporters to the core. Thev
immediately reacted by calling upon urgent demonstrations in Qom
but they were suppressed by government agents who fired and killed
several unarmed innocent people.

However, the supporters of the Revolution scattered throughout
the country did not take Qomi’s demonstrations and the subscquent
news of murder of innocent ¢ivilians lightly. The demonstrations that
later followed were like wild veld fires burning dried grass. Literally,
the whole of Iran was in flame as uncontrollable demonstrations were
held and spread in every part of the country. The Shah was shocked
beyond description.

The uprising marked a tuming point in the history of Iran. It
established Imam Khomeini®" as the national lcader and spokcsman
for people's aspirations. On his part, Imam Khomeini™" intensified
his attacks by issuing a scrics of proclamations and dircctives praising
and encouraging his supporters for pressurising the corrupt regime
until it 1s over thrown and replaced by the Islamic government.

The Pahlavi regime cmploved all sorts of mcans to stop the
wheel of change by killing and maiming the revolutionary cadres but
that did not manage to stop the fast movements of the whecels of the
Islamic Revolution of Iran. Nothing could stop the revolutionary firc
that had been ignited and now spreading and burning hot in large
uncontrolled flames all the corners of Iran. Together, the pcople
vowed to endure all the trials and tribulations to the bitter cnd until
final victory.



CHAPITER: 9

The Victory of the Islamic Revolution of IRAN

“The victory was due to the unity of purpose of Muslims, to
the unify of expression and to the solidarity among the political and
spivitual strata. We all understand that the unity of purpose is the
secret of victory. So let us not abandon it”.

Tmam Khomeini®#** February 1, 1979, Behesht Zahra Cemetery, Tehran

Like all struggles, victory is the fruit of enduring pain, shedding
tears, swcat and blood. The Islamic Revolution of Iran was no
exception, Due to the heinous atrocities perpetrated by the heartless
Pahlavi regime on the innocent masscs, the Islamic Revolution of Iran
ranks among thc bloodicst of all world rcvolutions. The staggering
amount of civilian casualties and the martyrs buried in Behesht Zahra
Cemetery next to Imam Khomeini™ s shrinc is a convincing
testimony.

The victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran was a strange and
miraculous cvent if one considers that in onc decisive confrontation, a
multitude of unarmed people fought and defcated the heavily armed
forces of the government strongly backed by super powers with
sophisticatcd weapons of war. Indecd, that was extremely difficult to
comprchend.

However, in an attempt to understand the logistics of the victory
of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, some scholars ascribe part of the
Shal’s fall to the following two spcctacular cvents.



76 Tmam Khomeini™*" the Dynamic Star that Never Sets

Right from the beginning of Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi's
twenty-five vears of tule over Iran, his reign was marked by two major
crises that bedeviled his government. The first event was the tribal
unrest in the South of the country along the Zagros mountain ranges.

The tribal conflicts occurrcd as a result of a misunderstanding
between the government and the tribesmen who felt that the regime
was interfering with their traditional norms. They viewed it as their
right to keep and usc their weapons which included guns. Yet, the
Pahlavi regime felt threatened and used its muscle by attempting to
defusce the prevailing situation. The government saw it wisc to disarm
the tribesmen but the tribesmen strongly resisted to the move.

When the army was sent to remove the weapons from the
nomadic tribcsmen, the statc of affairs turncd out to be tricky,
confusing and volatile. The army’s cfforts were futile since the
tribesmen hid their weapons in old graves 2-3 meters deep. The
soldicrs were baffled to discover that no weapons were posscssed by
the nomadic tribesmen.

As a result, the regime’s army came back empty handed. They
had failed to find the concealed weapons. Since then, conflicts were
cminent between the brave nomadic tribcsmen and the govermment.
Growing mistrust emerged between the two partics. The tribesmen
vicwed the Shah as an intruder who did not respect their tradition.
Whilc the regime considered the tribesmen stubbom and dangerous.

However, after the return of his army, the Shah was not amused
by their failure to disarm the poor tribcsmen. He later sent a stronger
contingeney of soldicrs to crush the rebellious nomadic tribe. During
their patrols, the brave tribesmen ambushed and killed some of the
soldicrs. This prompted a bloody war, which was only suppressed
after six months. Quite a number of the tribal leaders were cxecuted at
the Shah’s orders. The war claimed a large number of casualties from
both sides.

Sincc then, the nomadic tribcsmen who constituted a large
fraction of the countrv's population hated and detested the
government. They never forgave Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi's
regime for the atrocitics committed by his soldicrs. The tribcsman
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vowed never to co-operate or support the blood-thirsty murderous
govcrmment of the day.

The second event could be ascribed to the SAVAK. The
Intelligence Organization and its foreign allies appeared not to have
given the Shah cnough intelligence on the strong influence of the
clergy on the Iranian masses. Either the organization deliberately
ienored the threat of the clerey or underestimated the spiritual
influence of these religious people among the public. May be, the
SAVAK was sabotaging the Shah. If so, the reasons for doing that
could best be known by the Organization itsclf. Perhaps, SAVAK
itsclf was not fully awarc to what cxtend and depth the influcntial
impact of the Spiritual Leader had sunk into his supporters’ hearts.
Either, the Intelligenee Organization might not have been fully awarc
of the depth of Imam Khomeini™*"s political activitics which had
already started in the nineteen fifties.

All the same, it appeared that the Security Organization
appearcd to havc been starving the Shah with vital information about
the state of affairs in his empire. The notion seems to be supported by
an article that appeared in The Newsweek dated 4" August, 1980,
page 12, Whilc having dinncr at onc of his palaces, the wifc of the
Shah's nephews asked, "Did vou hear about the trouble at the bazaar
over food prices? “The Shah pretended not to hear and someone next
to her whispercd’, *No bad news at the dinner table plcase...”

The incident could portray how the SAVAK edited its reports in
order to plcasc the Shah as no onc dared to tell the him the truth. They
always informed him that cverything was undcr control. The Shah was
not aware of the gravity of the situation. He would go out of the
country on his annual vacations as if all was well in his country.

He underestimated the people's support of the clerics. The Shah
was not aware that during the brave nomadic tribesmen’s revolt, Imam
Khomeini™ ™ was already busy secretly holding repular meetings with
the clergy in Qom where he analvzed and criticized the Shah’s
policies. It was only in 1962 that Imam Khomeini™" came out in the
open and increased his confrontation with the Shah, The Imam
attacked the Shah in his strongly worded specches, criticizing the
government’s corrupt policies left right and center.
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Meanwhile, the regime ordered that any opposition to his rule
be dealt with ruthlessly. In retaliation to Imam Khomeini™*"s attacks,
in March 1963, paratroopers and SAVAK agencies invaded Fevzieh
Seminary. Theyv killed a number of seminarians at the college. Imam
Khomeini®™*' was arrested and later released. That arrest did not deter
him from continuous condemning the Pahlavi's regime.

The Imam was once again arrested on the occasion of the day of
the anniversary of the martvrdom of Imam Husscin. Onec Tehran got
wind of his arrest, the procession of the mouming tumed into
demonstrations, which attracted larpe crowds., The demonstrations
sprcad to all major towns of the country. They organized themsclves
in such a manner that government agencies would find it difficult to
control the people.

In Tchran, the demonstrators moved in scven main groups
comprising of about seven thousand people and smaller groups of
about five hundred people were distributed in all corners of the capital
citv. The groups were later divided into smaller units of thirty people
making it practically 1mpossible or difficult for the troopers to
suppress the demonstrators. The movements became uncontrollable
and governments troops failed to handlc them.

Gradually, the people were dispersed but the demonstrations
had proved successful. In response, the Shah immediately imposed
marshal law, banning pcople from holding mectings and gathcring.
This he assumed would stop future demonstrations.

If anything, thc demonstrations had clcarly made a strong
statcment. The freedom fighters had highlighted the weakncss and
ineffectiveness of the SAVAK Organization as well as the British and
American intclligence scrvices. Thesc had failed to detect the Junc 5
uprising and thc demonstrations that followed taking thc Shah by
storm. The Iranian masses were giving the Shah threats to his regime,
which relied heavily on the forcign powcers® support. The uprisings
had also portraved and confirmed the cffectivencss of the lcadership
qualities of Imam Khomeini™*s support by large masses of the
Iranians.

Intcrestingly, the Shah and his allics could not clearly figurc out
how the masses were being master-minded. It is equally difficult to
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imagine how the three intelligence organizations of that magnitude
had failed to dcteet and identify the depth of the crisis before that
massive demonstration took to the streets.

Meanwhile, in lran, almost on a dailv basis, there was unrest;
outbursts and thc commotion of frequent demonstrations were taking
place. The disturbances destabilized the regime adversely. At one
time. the Shah extended an invitation to Imam Khomeini®™" so as to
charter a way forward. The Spiritual Leader refuscd sighting that a
deal with the regime would prejudice and weaken the Revolution.

When that failed, Imam Khomeini™™ intensified the struggle
by calling upon his supporicrs to sacrificc with their blood. He
instructed them to disobey the regime’s orders that forbid them from
holding demonstrations. Protests and marches continued with some
banners bearing slogans stating that Imam Khomeini™* was the only
Iranian true leader. The Imam was now in control of the situation and
the Shah could not know how to handle the prevailing state of affairs
in his country.

In the early days of January, the Shah had made 1t clear that he
intended to leave the country for a rest. He made the decision public
after vicwing demonstrations from his helicopter in Tchran

The Shah had lost hope and finally remarked to Azhari, one of
his confidantcs, “What is the use of remaining in this country under
such circumstances?” Azhari could not find a satisfactory answer.

The Shah was deeply disappointed by the deterioration of peace
and order in Iran. He felt that he could not handle and control the statc
of affairs prevailing in his cmpire anvmorc as he knew that he would
not stay in power for a long time.

Eventually, the Shah made it quite clear that he intended to
lcave the country. In the mcan time, the lcaders of Britain, United
States of America, France and Germany held a conference in
Caribbcan Island on 4 January 1979, in order to deliberate on the
Iranian crisis. The conference found out that, indecd, the Shah had
lost control of his country.

Conscquently, at 12.30, on 16 January 1979, four hclicopters
lincd up and left from the grounds of Tchran's Niavaran Palacc and
flew towards Mehrabad Airport. One of them was carrving the Shah
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and his wife. At some stage, one ot the guards had the courage to ask,
How long will vou be away Sir? “The answer from the Shah was, Tt
depends on the state of my health™ Indeed, apart from being a
disturbed man because of the state of his Empire, the Shah's body was
riddled with cancer.

xxx At the time of his departure, many of his close friends had
deserted him. The officials who were at the airport included Shahpour
Badrci the appointed Prime Minister, two speakers of the two Houscs,
Badrei and Rabie together with the Chief of the Staff of the Armed
Forces, General Qarabagi.

Before the departure departurc, Bakhtcyar asked the Shah
where he would send daily reports. His reply was, “I do not need any
reports .do what you deem nccessary vourself”. The Shah gave a
similar answcr to Qaraqi.

As the Shah and his wife boarded their silver and blue Boeing
707, people had alrcady taken wind of the departurc. The news was
greeted by wide spread victory celebration. Banks, offices and shops
were closed as mobs roamed the streets pulling down the Shah's
statucs crccted to his hour, shouting and chanting with joyv,

“Death... dcath to the Shah...”™ In Iran, pcople distributcd
flowers and sweets as the Shah had flown to unknown destination.

Earlicr on some of his advisors had persuaded him to be as
closc as possible to ITran in casc of tum of cvents. They recalled
Operation Ajax in 1953 where the Shah had briefly fled the country
and was rccalled to Iran a fow days later. The advisors anticipated a
similar thing happcning in1979. As a rcsult, the Shah's cntourage
stopped in Egvpt but gradually lost hope. The Shah's kingdom finally
collapscd a few davs after his un-ceremonial departurc.

Secking for asylum, the Shah left Egypt for Morocco, United of
America, and Panama. Meanwhile, his health condition was
dcteriorating markedly. On 23 March 1980, the Shah left Panama for
Egvpt where he dicd of cancer on 27 July 1980. He was buricd in Al-
Refaie Mosque where his father's body was entombed for several
vears after his death in cxile, in 1944 p

In Iran, | Fcbruary 1979, had witncsscd the end of Imam
Khomeini (R.A}'s 135 vears living in exile. The Imam arrived in lran
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aboard a chartered Air Force of Air France 747 and was greeted by
jovous people who wclcomed their Icader with a popular slogan,
“With the Devil ousted, the Angel 1s coming ™.

Finally, the victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran had tumed
out to bc almost a miracle. Indeed, it was difficult to comprchend how
the unarmed masses stood up to upset the Shah’'s regime armed with
heavy weapons of war supported by Westermn foreign powers.

The victory of the Islamic Revolution had marked the end of the
monarchial rule that had prevailed in Iran from time immemorial. The
change to become an Islamic state was a transformation that brought
hope to the masscs. Today Iranians arc cnjoying the sweat of the
freedom fighters who sacrificed their lives under the leadership of the
unwavering Spiritual Leader, Imam Khomeini™ ™,

The Imam was a shining cxample of simplicity. He was a
charismatic leader who set goals during the struggle and faithfully
implemented them after the victory. Imam Khomeini™™s leadership
was clcarly portraycd during his carly lifc at the scminary when he
struggled hard to convince his colleagues that religion was inseparable
from the politics of the day.

The Imam’s lcadership during the struggle and after the victory
of the Islamic Revolution of Iran largely contrasts with most of the
world lcaders who often put their sclfish ends before the needs of the
pcople they serve.

In Imam Khomeini™" we discover a leader who is almost
unique to the other leaders found throughout the contemporary world,
It is often truc that when a person lcads and wins the revolution of that
magnitude, he would quickly amass wealth, build castles, abuse and
forget the masses that helped him during the struggle. Here we come
facc to facc with a man who confronts and conquers human tendencics
of greed and selfish ends.






CHAPTER: 10

Imam Khomeini®*)-Great Leader of all Times

“Leader and leadership in the divine religions including Istam
is not in itself something grand to make men proud and self
conceited”. “If they call me a servant, it would be better than being
called a leader. Being a leader is not what matters. What matters is
service, Islam has made it necessary for us to serve! I am a brother
to franian people and regard myself as their servant and soldier...”

Tmam Khomeini™#

The Islamic Revolution of Iran is no doubt a unique and rare
event of the twenticth century. Imam Khomeini™ ™, the leader of the
Islamic Revolution of Iran, inspircd a multitude of people to fight for
their rights. He challenged such intimidating forces as the Shah’s
powerful regime with its heinous SAVAK apparatus. Leading such a
revolution, required a couragcous lcader of considerable character. A
leader who would appeal to all levels of his followers” physical, social
and spiritual motivations.

What name of a lcader springs up other than that of Imam
Khomeini™"? What gimmicks did this enigma employ to spring up
such a grandiosc movement? What were his motivations and
inspirations? In this chaptcr, we purport to look into thosc uniquc
leadership traits possessed by Imam Khomeinit™® ™.

The Islamic Revolution of Iran came at a time when the Pahlavi
Dvnasty had rcached its highcst peak of majestic power. The allicd
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nations, had placed foot, like a giant ¢law, in Iran. They had
cstablishcd a strong military basc cquipped with the most advanced
technology of the time. This was meant to counter Russian military
activities. The SAVAK committed unimaginable crimes in order to
intimidatc the Iranian masscs. It controlled the press and bullied the
clerev and evervone else in the country,

Indeed, one would find 1t difficult to imagine or believe how a
poor rcligious man, placcd miles away in exilc marshalling his
followers by only issuing instructions and commands could plot and
topple such a powerful government.

How did thc Imam cffectively inspire so much lovalty in his
supports to the extent that they would go to war armed with only their
fists and shouts and win? The victory changed a 2300-ycar old
dynasty ruling svstem, overnight, into an Islamic State, the first of its
kind. To me, that is the greatest example of exceptional leadership.
Pcrhaps at this stage in time, there is a need for the rcader to fully
undcrstand the mcaning behind a lcader or lcadership.

What 1s a leader? What really is leadership? What are the
attributcs of good lcadership? The definitions of a lcader are numecrous.
Words like head, boss, managcr, person in charge, organizer, principal,
chief, director, guide and many more come into play.

In an attempt to find out the attributcs of Imam Khomeini™ s
lcadership stvlcs, onc is confronted with scveral obstacles. T must
confoss that I found it a difficult task to match Imam Khomeini™""s
leadership styles with any other that 1 have known, Theretore, 1
decided to cxplore the aspects of his lcadership feats from various
plenary levels and angles.

Before venturing any further, | wish to mention at this point
that, the concept of lcadership is a tricky onc. For us to stand on firm
aground, we need to agree on the limitations that make the subject we
arc dealing with difficult to comprchend.

First and forcmost, lcadership stvles differ according to culture,
setting, and number of people led, class, climate, race, creeds, age
groups, level of civilization and many morc. Besides, who scts the
standards with which to mcasurc good or bad Icadership? Is it the
leader, the led or the observer’s perspective that is used when judging
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the success of leadership? Therefore, in my opinion, leadership can
never be the samc to anyonc, in any agc, at whatever tme. The
enigmatic nature and uniquengss of leadership stvles of Imam
Khomeini™" is what made my task almost insurmountable.

Howcver, judging by the success of the Islamic Revolution of
Iran, one chooses to dety all odds in the bid to uncover that essential
cog that ignited a revolution of such magnitude. The essence of Imam
Khomeini™*"s Icadership role in this revolution is what I intend to
shine my light upon despite all these obstacles.

One does not become a leader overnight. The road to the apex is
riddled with strifc, pain and tribulations. Like in the casc of Mandela’s
book. ‘It is no easy walk to freedom’. Imam Khomeini™" was
subjected to both mental and physical torture. He was a target of abuse
and ridicule by the regime. How he took to his cup of suffcring, the
fathomless foundations of his resilience all lend a touch to this
unparalleled leadership stvle.

From an carly age, Ruhollah displaycd intellect and lcadership
qualitics. That was why his father Sevved Mustafa Mussavi had a
grcat liking for his voungest son, Ruhollah. Yet, fate had it that he was
orphancd at a tender age. The ordeal scemed to have quickly scasoned
up the voung bov who appeared to have matured earlier than his ape.
The voung Ruhollah must have been extensively haunted by the
nightmarc of his father’s martyrdom and dcath of both his dear mothcr
and aunt,

At school, Ruhollah was cxceptionally intclligent and a
bookworm. His brother Mortcza Pasandideh (Mussavi) who guided
him during his early learning must have discovered some rare qualitics
of potential future leadership acumen. Socially, he was a peacemaker
who dectested violenee of any sort. His amicable behavior brought
about his fame in the small town of Khomein. People were impressed
by the young boy’s amicable gentle naturc. It appcars this was a
preparatory period for the leadership roles he was going to exceutc in
the future. His special talents were recognizable as carly as at the ape
of ten.

At some stage in his lifc, Ruhollah vowed to do somcthing to
change conditions in Iran when he grew older. People did not take him



86 Tmam Khomeini™*" the Dynamic Star that Never Sets

seriously vet like in the case of Joseph the Dreamer; the events that
followed arc proof cnough that indeed the voung boy, Ruhollah
Mussavi later changed the lives of millions of Iranians.

Ruhollah was outstanding as a revolutionary leader. It was an
awcsomc feat on his part to hamcss the aspirations of thc masscs,
guide and inspire them to struggle towards the attainment of their
revolutionary goals. The Imam possessed both the andacity and clarity
of cxpression in summing up the objectives of the Islamic Revolution
of Iran and the removal of the Pahlavi Regime, which was despotic
and manipulated by forcign super powcrs.

Imam Khomeini™*' managed to attract a large number of
followers because he identified himself with the masses by leading a
modest and simple life dictated by performing prescribed religious
dutics without fail.

The various facets of this amazing Islamic leader may be
summed up as an exceptional personal intggrity, unselfish litestvle,
iron-will, incredible courage and stcadfastness. He had the capacity
for stoic endurance, empathy with the suffering and oppressed people
and, above all, cxtraordinary and spellbinding communication and
oratorical skills.

His sterling revolutionary leadership is perhaps summarized by
Khalil Ismail’s cssay when he savs, *...the corncrstonc of Imam
Khomeini™*"s revolutionary lcadership was his ability and charisma
to unite the disparate opposition to the established order around the
highest demands: putting an end to monarchial despotism and to
dependency on the west...’

In achieving this, he maintained his finger on the pulse of the
people, skillfully gauging the latent moods and dispositions prevailing
among thc Iranian masscs who loathcd the authoritarian Pahlavi
Dynasty. As such, he never wavered in his relentless exposure of the
regime as an edifice of tvranny and a puppct of forcign powers.

Some people belicve in the old saving that says™, lcaders arc
born leaders. “Yet, I must admit that it is impossible to either identify
or determine leadership acumen at birth. My understanding of a lcader
is someconc in authority over others. A lcader may be in control of
people whether by prerogative or by tyrannical ascent. Therefore,
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leadership traits are often traced down to birth only late in life after an
individual has been exposed to a situation where he has cxercised his
leadership attributes. An effective leader is someone who s
voluntarily followed because of his ability to guide and control other
pcople. In most cascs onc tends to think of a leader having arrived at
his position mainly because of his talent for influencing others and for
acting in a guiding force. At the same time, we should also take
cognizance of the fact that not all lcaders arc the same.

In their leadership styles, some tend to perform and excel better
than others yet; the rating goes with some limitations when it conmics to
determine which leader is better than the other. This is further
complicated by the fact that the leaders would be performing in
different  countrics with different environment and  conditions
prevailing.

In most cases, one gets to the position where he 1s regarded as a
promincnt lecader becausc of the administrative skills he exhibits
during the process of the lcadership. Somc of the qualitics of an
effective outstanding leader are that people voluntanly follow him
beeausc of his ability to manipulate and guide them.

Such qualitics go hand in glove with Imam Khomecini™*"s
leadership styles. The Imam preferred to be called “the people’s
servant’. He did not want to call himself the boss, quite contrary to
how other lcaders imposce themselves into lcadership and command
people to look upon them as demv-gods.

Agreeably, every country or organization has its own share of
lcaders who arc poor or cffective performers. In the process, some
leaders become more outstanding than others. Their prominence 1s
gaugcd by the quality of their performance to the call of duty.

Indced, lecaders occupy various stretches of periods in the
history of their respective countries. Some leaders represent ancient
history whercas somec arc found in the so-called modern history.
Howcver, whether ancient or modem history, it tums out to bc a
common factor that apart from plaving their pivotal roles in their
countrics, their leadership activitics should permeatc and find
recognition beyond their borders and get international recognition.
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Iran, like any other country of the world, had also its share of
ancicnt and modcm history. Its monarchial rulers stretch their
recorded history to some time immemorial. Iran 1s one of the countries
of the ancient world with a civilization and culture that has remained
unchanged for scveral vears. The country could boast of its great
kings and rulers such as Cvrus the Great, Xerces, Alexander the Great,
Abbas, the list is endless.

However, in modern history, Iran produced Imam Khomeini™*
ong of its own illustrious sons who is regarded as one of the most
prominent leaders whose leadership stvles proved to be incomparable
to most of the lcaderships cxisting todav. The Imam’s lcadership
qualities, being so unparalleled, with other rulers, have not only been
emulated by his country alone but also by the contemporary world.

His remarkable oratorical skills when inspiring his followers arc
demonstrated in the following extract from one of his speeches,

“T assurc you gentlemen, and the Iranians that the regime will
mect defeat, their forefathers were slapped by Islam... they too will be
slapped... stand firm. Do not submit to oppression... Thev shall be
gonc and you shall remain... These dull and borrowed swords shall be
back into their sheaths...” Imam Khomeini®™*”s speech delivered on
16 April 1967,

Imam Khomeini™* distinguished himself considerably from
other lcaders of his time. He attractcd many scholars who attended his
lectures in large proups. They found him a unique lecturer in rational
sciences. The charismatic leadership stvle of the Imam manifested
itsclf when he effectively administered the Islamic Revolution of Tran
even when he was far away from Iran where the Revolution was
taking place. Hec managed to direct and control the struggle from
remote in cxile.

Furthermore, his leadership stamina was a shining example
when it was demonstratcd by his ability to defeat the world of
arrogance and crcate a sensc of sclf-confidence amongst the oppressed
people. The wvictory of his movement was like an earthquake that
shock the so called super-powcers which were left trembling.



Chapter 10: Tmam Khomeini™*' Great Leader of all Times 9

The Imam must have been a verv daring and courageous,
fcarless character to say the following words, to a crucl and lawless
dictator, without fear of repercussions,

“Let me advise vou Mr. Shah! | advise vou to desist from this
policy and act likc this. T do not want the people to offer up thanks if
vour masters should decide one day that vou must leave. I do not want
vou to be like vour father....”

Onc of the outstanding uniquc leadership qualitics was that he
was the embodiment of selfless and trustworthy life. Imam
Khomeini™ " set goals during the Islamic Revolution of Iran and fully
implementcd them. Most people regarded him as a guardian of the
true Islam and many put their hopes reflected in his virtue, knowledge
and awareness. He was a man who regarded the fulfillment of divine
dutics as the only purposc in lifc. Imam Khomeini™*' managed to
attract a laree number of followers because he identified himself with
the masses.

During his lifc in this world, Imam Khomecini™*' led a modest
and simple life dictated by performing prescribed religious duties
without fail. The various facets of this amazing leader of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran mav bc summed up as, cxceptional personal
integrity, iron-will incredible courage and steadfastness. He had the
capacity for stoic endurance, empathy with the suffering and
oppressed masscs. Above all, he was blessed with the gift of rarc and
extraordinary spellbinding communication and oratorical skills. Imam
Khomeini™ s humility and character is fully portraved by the simple
lifc-style he lived.






CHAPTER: 11

iRAD

Imam Khomein s Residence

“One strand of the hair of the slum- dwellers and those who
gave martyrs is far superior, in honor, to all palaces and palace
dwellers of the worlds...”

Tmam Khomeini®*" Address to Hajj pilerims, Tuly 31, 1987

It is a common view that personalities of great status dwell in
magnificent residencics. Following this linc of thought, T was anxious
to sct my foot in the palace halls where a great lcader like Imam
Khomeini™" dwelt.

In my mind’s cye, I could clearly visualize the golden, glittering
castle where this grcat character lived. My inflated imagination took
me to Iran to get a feel of the atmosphere and environment that made
such a towcring figurc of supcrhuman talented personality.

Therefore, T dedicate this scction to what I found out in my
second visit to the Islamic Republic of Iran, in Jannary 2006, The visit
coincided with the country’s winter climate, which begins around
December and lasts for about three months.

As a stranger to Tehran the capital city, [ found the weather
conditions rather strange and peculiar. Indeed, it was unbelicvable to
discover that Tchran was capable of cxpericncing thrce climatic
weather patterns at the same time. It is so because, if vou drove from
the cxtreme southern portion of the city to the northern cnd, vou
would have passcd through summer, spring and finally chilly winter
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climate with snow falling. This gives an impression of a thick white
blanket covering cvervthing in existence.

I found the scenario beautiful and amazingly interesting to
watch. The differentiation of these unique weather patterns in Tehran
is largely ascribed to the cnormous adulating geographical terrain on
which the great city is located. There i1s a range of high protruding
mountains that surround the northem portion of the capital city, and in
a far distance, 1s Mount Damavand the largest and highest peak in the
arca.

However, on that cventful day, 16 January 2006, my guide had
scheduled to take me to the famous Jamaran Strect, the residence of
the Tate Imam Khomeini™ ™. The residence is situated in the northem
part of the capital city.

We took off carly that day and as we approached Jamaran
Street, we noticed that the climatic atmosphere around the area was
not an exception to the cold weather condition, which was prevailing
in the northem rcgion of Tchran. Walking along Jamaran Street
towards Imam’s residence required us to take some degree of caution as
the tar was completely covered by slippery ice blocks left by the melting
snow. Forme, I had to be extra carcful as I was not used to move in such
snowy places. In my country Zimbabwe, our winter season can be
cxtremely chilly but we have no snow falling what so cver.

In Jamaran Strect, the whole environment appearcd beautiful as
roads and small plants were covered by white continuous falling snow.
The scenery of the emerging tall buildings and trees dripping snowy
streams was cqually amazing.

Deep down in my heart, the chilly weather must have failed to
penctrate into it as an cxtra ordinary happy warm feeling crept into the
inncr body and my mind was injceted with indescribable happiness.
My heart was pumping warm blood, which ran through out my entire
body and fclt a warm atmosphere prevailing in me. I disrcgarded the
chilly weathcr, which was affccting more of my uncovered parts of
the body.

All the time, my mind was pre-occupicd and full of imagination
and cxpectations of what I would soon sce at Imam Khomeini™*s
palace. | knew that in a moment, | would be one of the few
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Zimbabwean citizens to visit and see the Imam’s mansion or castle,
whatcver the Tranians night call it. T did not carc of anything at all but
kept on following my guide who seemed to be an expert in moving on
the ice surface.

Deep down in my heart, 1 was convineed that the historic palacc
that 1 would soon view was more magnificent than any other mansions
I had seen under the sun. Before visiting the country, | had acquired a
thorough knowledge of the history of the castles or mansions kings
built for themselves throughout the world.

I was fully awarc that Iran is onc of the countrics with the
longcst history of its writtcn records. I knew of its ancient civilization,
which had influenced many parts of the world. I also knew of some
Pcrsian Emperors who were rcnowned for having constructed
magnificent castlcs for themsclves. T was cquallv aware, of the
countrv’s architectural outstanding achievements in its historical
buildings and palaces for its famous kings.

Apart from sccing the palaccs clsewhere, in Iran, T had scen
King Abbas’s magnificent Estahan and also read about the
Pasargadac, Persepolis, and many others. Thercfore, | knew that for
certain, ancicnt kingdoms would not surpass modcm rulers. 1
therefore concluded that Imam Khomeini (R.A)Y's palace should be far
better than any other Manson | had cast my cye on, in or outside Iran.
At onc timc, I completely forgot about the cold wcather that was
harshly blowing and gnawing my face and hands.

In my lifctime cxpericnces, I had the opportunity to visit
palaccs and castles in scveral African Statcs, Britain, India, Francc,
Malavsia, Dubaiand manyv other countries of the world where
important pcople lived. At the back of my mind, T was fully
convinccd that after lcading the Islamic Revolution of Iran to its
victory, a man of Imam Khomeini™*"s caliber was expected to
occupy the most magnificent palace [ had ever seen in this world.

Howcver, as we continucd to walk along the street, a varicty of
buildings began to emerge on either side of the street. Although some
of them were partially covered by snow, | also discovered that some of
them were new whilc the majority of them were almost dilapidated
becanse of age.
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It did not take us long to get to our destination and soon my
guide informed me that we were closc to the end of our trip. Indced,
that was confirmed by the presence of the guards who were manning
the entrance pate,

After fulfilling the neccssary protocol, we were let in. T must
say, | found the guards and officials at Imam Khomeini™"s
residence extremely amicably, accommodating and knowledgeable of
their work. I must also admit that their warm reception added more
excitement and anxiety of what | was about to see.

When we finally entered into the complex, [ was surprised since
what I was witncssing was just thc oppositc of my cxpectations. Oncc
in the building, the officials led us to a large underground building full
of books, pictures and displaved artifacts all portraying the life story
of Imam Khomeini™*'

As | stood there in a state of bewilderment, gazing at an almost
empty hall, megant to be a palace or a castle, | was perplexed. |
remaincd dumb, as 1 could not find a word to sav. The guards further
informed us that the Iranian leaders had built the building during the
Iran-Iraq imposed war. The building was meant to be a shelter for the
Imam, as the leaders vicwed that it would be a safe place for the Imam
who was a target during the fighting.

Howcever, when the offer was advanced to Imam Khomeini
he flatly rcjeeted it and sharply remarked that he would not usc the
accommodation until after all the poor Iranians had adequate shelters.

This baftled the leaders who had acted in good faith. They were
left wondcering as to how they would in future best handle their leader
who had sacrificed the better portion of his life to the service of the
poor and the oppressed people. But what they later discovered was
that the Spiritual Leader was entirely different from most of the rulers
who first put their interest before that of the people they were serving,

As for me, the more I got deeper into Imam Khomeini™ s life,
the more I began to visualize that the Imam’s lifc was full of sacrifice.
One thing for certain was that, he was not interested in matenal things
but directed his life towards perfection of his immaterial and spiritual
welfare. That is why hc bchaved differently from the rest of the
leaders | had come across.

(RLAG



AL

Chapter 11: Tmam Khomeini s Residence ]

Lh

I was both impressed and surprised as | could not figure out any
pcrsonality in the history of the world leaders who was parallel to the
character of that ereat Iranian leader. The Imam dedicated his concern
over the under privileged and oppressed poor people. His self-denial
and unsclfish charactcr made him extremely difficult to compare with
his counterparts 1n that position of leadership. Looking around the
contemporary world, in most cases one finds the opposite of his
character prevailing. Indeed, Imam Khomeini™® is a role model that
radiates and is an outstanding lesson to be emulated by humanity
throughout the world.

Howcever, I was further informed that after Imam Khomeini
had refused the offer, the building was later on made into a library or
museum by the then President of the Islamic Republic if Iran,
HisExcellency Scvyed Muhammad Khatami. Today, the place is
serving as a mirror reflecting the role Imam Khomeini™ " plaved in
the leadership of the Islamic Revolution of Iran and after the victory.

Then | was led to a large ecmpty building, which the Imam uscd
as a conference hall. In the building, he addressed local as well as
foreign audiences. Later; the officials took us to a small two-roomed
house, which he occupicd as his residence. T had cxpeceted to scc a
celestial mansion but | could not believe what my eves were
witnessing. I hardly could comprchend what 1 was sccing and what
they were saving about his living conditions in the tny dweclling
before my eves. The officials further informed me that the small house
did not beclong to him at all. It was being rented. The leader of the
country was a lodger who paid to his landlord US$3.5 per month. 1
found it unbelievable the reader but that was the fact of the matter.

However we were further informed that by the time, the Imam
first occupicd the small housc; Jaraman was a strcct in a small poor
village. That is where he preferred to settle living the posh dwellings
in Tchran city. I was still perplexed and could not comprchend the
simplicity of this grcat Iranian leader.

There | was, facing the real residence in which the Imam lived.
My grcat cxpectation was totally shuttcred. The palace that had
preoccupicd my mind was nowhere ncar Imam Khomeini®™*'s
residence. In front of me, was a small cottage and compared to the

(R.A)
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African standards, the tvpe of such accommodations are known as
scrvants quartcrs. They were built for poor workers and never meant
for even middle class people. | could not understand what impression
it save to the people and other world leaders who visited him so often.
I wondered whether  those visitors implemented the lessons derived
from that great leader.

While [ failed to work out any answers from what | was seeing,
| caught sight of a dirty holc at the ceiling of the Imam’s small housc.
I kept on gazing at 1t, perhaps that is why one of the officials pointed
at that dirty spot marked at the cciling of one of the two rooms and
said that the mark was left out during onc of the Norug Iranian ncw
vear festival, when the T.V. crew came to the Imam’s place n order to
hold an interview with him. Becausc of the limited space in the room,
the crew requestcd Ahmad, the Imam’s son, to grant them permission
to drill a hole in the ceiling so as to enable them to suspend their light
during the intervicw.

Ahmad acccpted their request in good faith sincc he saw
nothing bad about 1t. But when the Imam saw the drilled hole 1n the
ceiling, he was not at all amused. He asked the ercw as to whether
they had sought authority from the landlord. When he discovered that
no bodv had dong so, the Imam said, ‘Before vou interview me, repair
the hole as soon as possible. That should be done before the intervicw.
This 18 not my property.

It was only after the crew had filled in the drilled hole with
somc cement that the Imam allowed them to interview him. Imam
Khomeini™*' was not a pretender. He was neither ashamed to expose
his state of poverty even to strangers. The Imam was down to earth
and alwavs stuck to the truth.

Whilc standing in front of Imam Khomeini™*"s residence I
drew a lot of lessons from the incident. 1 began to realize that the
Imam was a crop of one of those rare upright characters who when
fully convinecd that they are in the correct lanc, they would never
bend an inch from their convictions in order to do the wrong thing,

Imam Khomeini™" was an example of simplicity and
obscrvance of other people’s rights. He was a principled personality
who worked very hard throughout his Tife. The Imam would be in his
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small office in the moming, till four o'clock in the afternoon. Then he
would meet and address the audiences in the hall next to his two-
roomed house. He also held interviews with local and foreign
journalists. Imam Khomeini®*s schedule was alwavs tight but he
never complained. He endcavored to satisfv cveryonc as much as
possible.

However, once again one day, one of his colleagues came and
offcred him a bigger accommodation and promiscd to pay rent for him
but the Imam utterly refused the offer saving “Sorry, the house vou are
offcring me is like a palace, therefore I don’t like it™. If onc cared to
tracc his lifc history, he would soon begin to discover that the Imam’s
character was full of values that all pointed to a man who defied
human tendency of selfishness and lived to give service to the people
he led cspecially the poor and the disadvantaged.

Imam Khomeini™*”s activitics influcnced the lives of thosc
around him. As we shall soon discover from the following chapters,
some of the peoplc arc still alive to tell the tales.






CHAPTER: 12

Interview with Doctor Javad Mansouri

“If vou want your country to have a bright future you should
teach your students in such a manner that their vision and attention
will go beyond this world, so that they will be spiritually oriented ,
think beyond nature and take every step for the sake of God”.

(E.

Tmam Khomeini®*'s speech on.27 August , 19%5.

The Imam’s achicvements did not only bring the downfall of his
cncmics but also inspircd a lot of scholars and voung lcaders who
emulated him. One such scholar, who was his student, was Dr. Javad
Mansouri.

On 15 January 2006, T was most privileged to mecet Dr.
Mansouri who was currently serving in the Islamic Republic of Iran
Government as the Adviser to the Minister of Forcign Affairs and
Dircctor General of the Center for Historical Rescarch and
Documents.

Soon after T was introduccd to this amicable gentleman, 1
quickly discovered that I had found a golden opportunity to have been
afforded some time to meet the Doctor whose work schedule was
always full. But there T was, facc to face with one of the country’s
highly professional statcsman who has scen it all from his active
involvement during the struggle up to date where he 1s an assert to the
Islamic State he fought for all his life time.
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However, in his well-composed manner, Dr. Mansouri narrated
how he came to know Imam Khomeini™*' way back during the carly
stages of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. Since then, he worked with
Imam Khomeini'™ " up to his demise.

He said that his first encounter with Imam Khomeini®™* was in
Qom in 1960. He, together with a group of voung scholars, had made
that special visit to Imam Khomeini®®™ in their search for political
advicc. The issucs raiscd in that first cncounter marked a great impact
in the inquisitive minds of the wvoung scholars, the then future
gengration and leaders of their country. From that time onwards, Dr.
Mansouri had several communications with Imam Khomeini™*,

According to Dr. Mansouri, Imam Khomeini™" was a rare
personality who possessed multi-dimensions of ideas that an ordinary
pcrson could never fully understand. Onc could not comprehend how
the Imam managed to equalize the combination of the two professions
without compromising the other. He was a clergy who accommodated
his rcligious work with the politics of the day. To Dr. Mansouri, it was
almost a mystery to understand how Imam Khomeini™ " managed to
fulfill the demands of the two occupations without letting the other
onc suffcr. The Imam was fulltime religious practitioner as well as a
fulltime politician.

In most cases, Dr. Mansourn visited him even without making
any appointments. As voung scholars in the zest to scck political
advice from the old wise man, thev often knocked at his door at odd
hours, but he would not complain. Instcad, he would smilec and
welcome them saying, “Do not worry young men, I am a scrvant of the
people’. Dr. Mansouri found the Imam a humble man possessing a
down to carth charactcr. He was a principled personality who
maintaincd that stancc throughout his lifetime.

The Imam did not vield to the so called superpowers that he
belicved to be responsible for most of the problems experienced by the
poor people of the world. Imam Khomeini™* did not belicve in
superionty of any worldly superpowers but he contented that the only
super power is God, the Almighty

During his lifctime, the Imam broke the authority and the myth
of the so-called earthly super powers. He felt that these worldly super
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powers did not fullv understand his thinking. As a result, they
condemned Imam Khomeini™*"s idcas without analvzing the scnsc
and meaning behind the thoughts. In other words, there was a clash of
ideas between the two forces, that of Imam Khomeini™™ and the
Western powers.

Dr. Mansouri was fully convinced that throughout his missions
during his lifetime, Imam Khomeini®" gave self-confidence to the
oppressed nations of the world. He left cverlasting lessons to
humanity. Today, after a couple of vears since his demise, the ideas
that he implanted in the theological and political arenas still prevail in
the minds of the people that he led. His lcadership styles werce not
only exemplary to the lranians alone, but have permeated into the
world at large.

During the Islamic Revolution of Iran’s struggle and after, the
Imam emphasized that the leaders should follow simple Tife stvles. At
first that must have brought some shock to people who had grown up
identifving leadership with wealth. The cxercise must have been very
difficult for many to follow. He as well strongly emphasized that the
offcring of scrviccs to the people was a great honor that determined
the quality of the leader.

At several gatherings, Imam Khomeini often reminded
people that he would prefer to be called a servant rather than a leader.
He would say, “being a leader is not what matters. What matiers is
service. Islam has made it necessary for us to serve. | am a brother to
Iranian people and I regard myself as their servant and soldier...”

Dr. Mansouri contented that cven people who closely worked
with Imam Khomeini®®™" failed to fully understand him. Among
others, Dr. Mansoun recalled a tvpical incident that occurred in 1979,
immediately after the independence of the Islamic Republic of Tran.

What actually  happened is that, with pood intention,
immediately after the victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, some
Iranian Ministers sat down and viewed it fit to reward their leader with
some decent accommodation. They suggested to him that they had
identified a vacant palacc in the city and that they wanted him to
occupy it. But Imam Khomeini®™* surprised them by turning down
the offer. He preferred to remain stuck to his poor two-roomed

(R
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dwelling he rented in Jamaran Street. The occurrence stunned not only
the officials who had wanted to pleasc their lcader, but also the rest of
the Iranian people who took wind of that happening,

The Imam had been gifted by prophetic foresight that very few
pcople do not posscss. During the carly sixtics, Dr. Mansouri and his
colleapues witnessed fulfillment of some of the Imam's prophesics
when they visited him in Qom. After lengthy discussions, the Imam
adviscd them that the country was heading on for a bloody struggle
with a lot of limitations. But Imam Khomeini"™" was quitc surc that
the nation would kegp abreast of those problems because it was a
phasc that would comc and go.

He went on to advise them that the only thing people ought to
do was to pray hard and lay their full trust in the Almighty. God was
the only truc supcr power that is capablc of conqucring all the other
forces. That meeting was an eve opener to the voung enthusiastic
scholars. The Imam’s utterances were very powerful and cffeetive. He
gave an assurance and hope that strengthencd the Islamic Revolution
of Iran from the beginning to the end.

The Imam also forctold the collapse of some of the so-called
supcr powers which at that time nonc could imagine that happcening.
Yet, his prophecy was fulfilled in a matter of a few vears. Throughout
his life, Imam Khomeini®™ ™ suffered and struggled for the people of
Iran in particular, and for the people of the world who were struggling
for their freedom and independence in their respective countries.

Dr. Mansouri explained that during the struggle, the two
characters emerged, that of Imam Khomeini™* and the Shah. These
opposite personalities contrasted and clashed badly. The Shah was
selfish and corrupt in many ways and amassed Iranian wealth at the
cxpensc of the poor masscs, vet with the Imam, cven naturc failed to
hoodwink him into greediness during his life time.

Imam Khomeini™™ contributed immensely to the ideology of
identifving himsclf with thc poor and practically lived to it. He
strongly believed that before God, all people are equal. He was a
humble leader who after successfully leading the Islamic Revolution
of Iran strangcly decided to live a simple lifc. The Imam’s lcadership
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knew no racial or religious boundaries. He was the father, leader and
hope for all the oppressed and suffering people of the world.

Imam Khomeini®""s wholc profilc reflects that he did not only
think about the suffering masses of Iran, but of all the other countries
that werc undcr oppression and suppression from colonial super
powers. Indeed, the Imam spoke not only for the suppressed people of
Iran under the despotic regime of the Pahlavi Dynasty, but also
considcred the frecdom of other nations far away from his country.

In the African continent, Zimbabwe was among many other
countrics that were under the so-called super powers’ oppression who
visited Imam Khomeini™*' for consultation in 1979. The Imam
received a delegation from Zimbabwe led by the late Comrade Simon
Muzenda, one of the top freedom fighters.

Howcver, after a lengthy  discussion, Comradc Muzcnda’s
delegation went back satisfied with the advice they got from Imam
Khomeini®™  Subsequently. in 1980, Zimbabwe attained its
independence.

Dr. Mansouri revealed that the Imam’s leadership stvles were
role models that were emulated by the oppressed people. He struegled
against racism as he vicwed that man is a spiritual creation and not an
animal.

Likec Mahatma Gandhi of India, Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana,
Julius Kambaragc Nycrere of Tanzania, Mbuva Nchanda of Zimbabwe,
Nelson Mandela of South Africa and many others, these leaders loved
their nations. They struggled, Iived poor lives and died serving their
pcople.

Dr. Mansouri believes that if one closely traces Imam
Khomeini™*”s life, that is when he quickly realizes that the Imam did
not appcal to sclf-centercdness often called sclfishness. Instead, the
Imam was a pursuerer of selflessness and believed that other people’s
interests should be observed, considered and respected. The Iranian
pcople in particular and humanity in gencral, arc in onc way or the

other indebted to this great personality. Imam Khomeini™*.






CHAPTER: 13

Professor Morteza Mottahari’'s Testimony

“I decisively declare to the entire world that if the world
devourers venture to stand against our religion, we shall stand
against their entire world and shall not remain silent until their
complete destruction is accomplished, We shall either be completely
free or aftain a greater freedom, that of marfyrdom...”

Imam Khomeini®*" Address to 1lajj pilerims, July 31, 1987

The Islamic Revolution of Tran was not onc man’s achicvement.
Indeed. it was not ong man’s band. Rather, it was the Iranian people’s
movement. The road of the movement cost countless lives but at the
samc time groomed industrious and fearless lcaders.

It is a clear fact then that Imam Khomeini®* had a tremendous
impact in the making of leadcrs as well as followers. His inspirational
coaching and tutoring, produccd quitc a number of stcadfast Icadcrs
who took the call to lead the Islamic Revolution of Iran to the very
point of their martvrdom. One such couragecous lecader to cmerge from
the Imam’s faithful flock is Profcssor Mortcza Motahari.

The Islamic Revolution of Iran leader, Imam Khomeini™™ had
an cffcetive administration tcam and network that covered all the
comcrs of the cntirc country. That is the rcason why thc movement
accelerated even when the Imam was living in exile for such a long
time, far away from his homecland.
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Professor Morteza Mottahhari was bom in Fariman, Khorasan
Province. He spent most of his childhood in his home placc. His carly
studies in Mashhad included logic Islamic sciences, philosophy and
Jurisprudence.

In 1937, he procecded to Qom where he was privilcged to pass
through the hands of some of the reputable teachers and great scholars
of that time. Among them were Avatollah Haj Agha Hossein
Boroujcrdi, Avatollah Mirza Ali Agha Shirazi, Allamch Scvycd
Mohammad Hossein Tabatabaci and Imam Khomeini®™. Thesc
promingnt figures must have had a significant impact and influence in
his futurc personality and activitics in life.

Professor Motahari had displaved unwavering support and
respect for Imam Khomeini®®™, his former teacher and leader in the
Islamic Revolution of Iran. At onc of his scveral lecturcs, he
acknowledged, “After my immigration to Qom, | thought that my soul
would be watered through this character, Imam Khomeini™ "7,

The Professor was under the Imam’s guidance for about twelve
vears. When he traveled to Paris to meet the Imam in exile that 1s
when he discovered certain dimensions of his leader’s spiritual side.
Profcssor Motahari was not onlv perplexed but his faith in him
became stronger than ever before.  He found out that Imam
Khomeini™ " had given the Iranian people some identity and their real
csscnee of the Islamic identity. The Imam had strengthened the
people’s belief at the time it was lost and made them believe in
themselves Professor Motahari was one of the founder members of the
movement and was among the first scholars to join the movement
during its early stages in 1962 under the leadership of Imam
Khomeini™ ™. The Professor was among the most trusted supporters.

By that time, thc Professor was alrcady in conflicts with the
Shah as he continuously attacked his corrupt regime.  Following the
1963 uprising, Professor Motahari was arrested by the notorious
SAVAK and sent to prison in order to silence him. But once rclcased,
it was discovered that the arrest never deterred him from continuing
with his fervent support of the Islamic Revolution of Tran movement.

During the vears 1971 to 1976, the rcgime had targeted all
revolutionary centers. The Shah closed them one after another. In
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order to pursue the struggle, the Professor created secret groups
composed of university students and some intellectuals in Qom and
Tehran,

Together, they strongly attacked the Shah’s government left
right and center and also mobilized cssential assistance to familics of
political detainees and martyrs. Professor Motahan was an intellectnal
pillar of the Islamic Revolution Movement who faithtfully represented
Imam Khomeini™*' without any rcservations. The Professor had
constant contact with his leader even during his time in exile.

In 1976, he made a trip to Iraq in order to brief the Imam as
well as getting some dircctives on the way forward with the movement
at home. When the Professor came back to Iran, the Militant Ulama
Society of Tehran was formed and started tfunctioning in 1977, His
activc rolcs saw him mceting again thc Imam in Francc in 1978
Subsequently, the Revolutionary Council was formed and its
obligations among othcrs were to plan the future formation of the
Islamic Government after its victory.

Protessor Motahari, one of the pioneers of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran, played a pivotal rolc in uniting university students,
clergvmen, and intcllectuals, military and non-military groups during
the strugple for independence. Because of his activities against the
Pahlavi Dynasty’s regime, he was vicwed as a dangerous clement and
archenemy of the statc the combincd movement managed to
strengthen the strugele’s strategies against the Shah’s government.

The Profcssor was a gifted cffective co-coordinator who
togcther with other supporters made lifc uncomfortable for the Shah’s
government. He was a reputable leader and writer who authored
twenty-two books in various subjects and disciplines. Through his
skilful publications, Profcssor Motahari contributcd a lot to the
Iranians and to humanity in general. One of his books Dastan-Rastan
was considered and chosen by the International Organization,
UNESCO as the best book in 1965,

All in all, Professor Motahar who was one of the architects of
the Islamic Revolution of Iran was a significant symbol of resistance
of the movement. He worked tenuously and prepared the nation for
the victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, which collapsed the
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monarchial dyvnasties and replaced it with an Islamic govemment, the
first of its kind.

Unfortunately, the Professor did not live to see much of the
Islamic state. He was martyred on 30 April 1979, On learning of the
sad loss Imam Khomeini™* sent the following heart touching
condolence on 1 May 1979, | have been deprived of a dear son of
ming. Imam lamenting upon the death of one who was the fruit of my
lifc. ..

However, in recognition and remembrance of the enormous
contributions made by Professor Morteza Motahari, the Islamic
Republic of Tran Government saw it fit to obscrve the dav of his
martyrdom as Teachers Day.

Profcssor Motahari left an invaluable heritage and legacy to the
Islamic Statc he tirclessly fought for its cstablishment. His cxceptional
call for duty and multi-dimensional approach clearly portraved his
thoughts in various topics raised in his books.



CHAPTER: 14

Testimony of Family Members

“From the viewpoint of human rights, there is no difference
between men and women, for both are human beings, and women are
entitled to interfere in matters that concern their destinmy just as
men...we want women to stand on their lofty human statfion and not
be toys ...plavthings or dolls in the hands of men...women are free, as

men to choose their own destinies and activities...”  Imam Khomeini ™

Having cxamincd Imam Khomeini™®" from a scholarly,
professional, religious and political perspective, in the preceding
chapters, we now attcmpt to view him from a social dimension. In this
scction, we look at his family and filial obligations. We want to find out
how he performed them during and after the Islamic Revolution of Iran, It
is further hoped that the knowledge gathered, would go a long way in
facilitating cspecially the voung gencration in improving their marital
status. | have picked out three members to represent the family unit.

Mrs.Qods Iran Saghafi Mostafavi.
Imam Khomeini(®-4)'s dear Widow

In an intcrvicw with Neda Magazine, Vol .IIT of 1993 in Tchran,
the respected old lady revealed her husband’s charactenstics from her
own expericnees and perspective.

The grand lady says they two marricd when the Imam was 28
and she was 15, Marrving was not an ¢asy road to travel for the lady.
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It took voung Ruhollah ten solid months before she pave her final
consent to marry him. She only accepted the proposal after she had a
dream in which she saw the Imams and the Holy Prophet™ ™"/
standing together in the very house that they later rented as their
residence.

The vision appeared exactly in the same house and the same
rooms that they rented after their marriage. Even the curtains they
bought were the same as the ones that had appeared in her drcams.

When she revealed the dream to her grandmother, the old lady
cncouraged her to marry the Imam because she belicved that he was a
truc descendant of the Holv Prophet. In the meantime, the Imam kept
sending her an emissary almost on a daily basis.

Onc weck after deelaring her consent, she saw the bridegroom
through the window along with her sistcrs and mother. The
relationship between the groom and the bridegroom gradually
developed. Eventually, the two were married in the night of the 15" or
16™ of the Holly month of Ramadan. She vividly remembers that she
was wearing a black and white embroidered cloth. Her dowry was a
thousand Tooman and her husband’s family gave a house as a dowry.
The lady never asked for the dowry but later in his will, the Tmam
gave their house in Qom to her.

Immediately after they were married, the bride requested the
bride groom for his cxpectations from her. The rcsponsc was very
simple and straight forward, ...vou should do what is regarded as a
must in Islam and not to do anything that is forbidden in Shariah. The
grand lady rccalls that during her lifc with her dear latc husband, she
lived the way she liked and she says, *...1 felt as free as a bird’.

When they got married, the Imam continucd the lessons her
father uscd to give her. She continued to study divinity until she gave
birth to her fourth child. Then she gave up the studies and
concentrated with her family dutics.

Mama Iran revealed that throughout their long married lifc, the
Imam paid great respect to her and never uttered anv unkind word. He
always gave the best place to her and would never start cating before
the honorable lady camc into the room. He instructed his children to
wait for her betore eating.
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However, the Imam was a poor clergy and her life could not be
financially comfortable. Ncvertheless, the Imam did not want her to
work, even 1f she wanted to do so in the house. She would only work
after he had left. She remembers one day, when she was caught red -
handcd while she was washing dishes. All he did was to ask onc of
their danghters to complete the work she was doing,.

At some stage 1n their life, the voung couple lett for Qom where
they lived for cight months. Whilc in that small town, onc day, Imam
Khomeini®™™" gave his famous spcech against capitulation. In
retaliation to the Imam’s speech, one night, the secret police invaded
the housc and took him away. Their son Ahmad who by then was
about ¢ighteen vears old, wanted to follow his father but the secret
policeman brandished a gun and stopped him.

She also rccounted that later the Imam was sent to cxile. They
first went to Kazemein and finally to Najaf where they lived for
fourtcen years. Their accommodation was a small house with a very
small kitchen. It had two rooms downstairs and two in the  upstairs.
So the family had to rent  an adjacent house.

As far as devotion is concerned, the Imam  left a great impact
on his family. Hc was strict on pravers and children had to sayv them as
soon as thev were seven vears old. About the Imam, she savs, “my
husband Accepted cvervone’s word it they said they had done their
pravers. The children owe their faith and cthical valucs to their father,
What they owe to me is the compatibility our daughters have with
their husbands™.

Today, thc Imam’s rcspected widow stays in that samc two
roomed house she lived with her late dear husband. However, after the
Imam’s demise, one Foundation bought the house from the owner.
They told the old lady to live in it till she is called by the Almighty
God to meet her husband in Paradise. The old lady is not lonely as her
daughters and in-laws live close by and her colleagues, relatives and
grand children often visits her.

Mrs. Farideh Mostafavi Inam Khomeini®®-AYs Daughter
In an interview with the Jomhouri Rslami n June 1993 Mrs.
Farideh Mostalavi, one of the late Imam Khomeini™*”s daughter gave

an insight into her father’s behavior as a family man. She revealed
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some fine details about how as a happy family interacted among
themscelves. She recalls her father’s amicable behavior towards her
mother.

She savs, ‘the relationship between our parents was very
intimate and cordial. Fathcr was extremcly respectful  and  kind to
her, He relied on her and always implemented her views pertaining to
the family 1ssues. He established a habit of never eating before she
did. Eventually, the wholc family took up the habit and waited for the
honorable lady of the house before eating.

He treated his wifc well and revealed this love in the  presence
of the children and relatives. He ncver asked her to bring him
anvthing; instead he would tell the children to do so.

The memories she has of her beloved father is that of a kind and
loving father. He was principled and firm in all his dcalings. As
children they knew what he wanted and what did not please him. The
Imam treated his children in such a way that cach onc of them felt that
he or she was his most favorite child.

However, Mrs. Farideh Mostafavi alwayvs had the feeling that
he showed greater affeetion for the daughters rather than the sons. She
discovcred this by following what he did and knew what he approved
of. Yet, he did not impose things on his children who equally enjoved
their freedom and had - some choices on some  matters.

Later in life, as the children grew up and marricd their partners
in lite, they realized that he did not restrict or set high standards for his
sons and daughters-in-law. The Imam did not consider matcrial wealth
as a must but had to satisfy thc minimum. His rclationship with his in-
laws was quite cordial and respectful.

The children also later discovered that their father was much
morc open and fricndlicr to his grand children than to them. Since he
had no inclination to put his grown up children to task, he felt much
morc comfortable sending his grand children on crrands for him.

However, what Mrs. Mostafavi fails to understand up to this
day, 1s that despite her late father’s tight schedule as a spirntual leader
and politician who had to face with the challenges of a turbulent
world, hc was still dedicated to his family and fulfilled the
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requirements of his responsibilities as a father and head of the family
without fail.

Doctor Fatemeh Tabatabyi Imam Khomeini(R-Alg
Daughter-in-law

On 14 January 2006, T was privileged to be afforded a singular
honor to meet and hold a successtul interview with one of the
members from Imam Khomeini®™*7s family, Doctor Fatemch
Tabatabavee.

In Tran, she is affectionatelv referred to as Madam Tabatabaycc.
Thc honorable lady is the wifc of the latc Ahmad, Imam
Khomeini™"”s youngest son.

Madam Tabatabavee is a busv ladv. Because of her tight
schedule, initially, T had thirty minutes for my appointment, but it
turned out to be over one and half hours. She accommodated me for
all that time without any complaint [ only left the meeting place after |
had exhausted all my preparcd questions.

Madam Tabatabavee's testimony gives an eve-view of Imam
Khomeini™ s multi-faceted nature.

I found the honorablc lady humble and a talented personality. T
was very impressed by her genius as a writer. [ am deeply grateful to
her for her patience and the labor she took when telling the Iife story
of Imam Khomeini™*'. She was kind, sympathetic, motherly and very
accommodative.

As for her academic attainment, she holds PhD qualifications.
Furthermorc, she is a prestigious author whose book on Memoirs
about Imam Khomeini™® ™, is widely read in the Islamic Republic of
Iran.

Asked about the life of Imam Khomeini™*', her beloved father-
in-law, she said she first kngw the Imam when she was fourteen vears
of age. Imam Khomeini®™ and her father Avatollah Soltani, were
both clergics during the same period. The two familics belonged to the
same tribe and had distant relationships. The Khomeini and Soltani
families had been close to each other for a long time.
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However, with time, Tabatabavee got married to her late
husband Ahmad in 1971.Thc marriage between the two further
tightened and cemented the two families together.

Eventually, the voung couple was blessed with three children,
all sons. The first-born Hassan was bom in 1972. Followed by Yaser
in 1979 Their last-born Ali was born in 1986,

The three children must have been highly impressed by their
grandparcnts® profcssion. The  two  Avatollahs  Soltani  and
Khomeini™™" were clergics of great repute. By the year 2006, when I
visited the Islamic Republic of lran, all the three sons were
scminarians at the famous small town of Qom where their grandfather,
Imam Khomeini®™ had studicd thcological courscs.

The little town of Qom is between Tehran the capital city of
Iran and Esfahan, the town famous for its architcctural artistic arts.
The two towns Qom and Esfahan are renowned as centers that
produced the most prominent Iranian ¢lergvmen. It is at Qom that the
first foundations of the Islamic Revolution of Iran were laid and Qom
maintained the momentum up to the victory of the Revolution.

Madam Tabatabavce is alrcady a grand mother beeausc her first
son Hassan is marricd and has two children Hamed and Narges. Her
retlections of the Imam are that of the relationship between father and
daughtcr, and not that of father-in-law and daughter-in-law. During his
lifc with Madam Tabatabayce, the Imam always referred to her as *My
beloved danghter’, and she regarded him as ‘My beloved father'
According to Madam Tabatabaycc, the Imam was the modcl of a kind
loving fathcr.

As a parent, he was so caring, apart from the fact that he was a
popular clergy and nationalist. Imam Khomeini®™™ had a tight
schedule of religious and political cngagements. Yct, hc was very
close to his family. He mixed with members of his family including
the grand children who were kids by that time,

The Imam often sat down with his family sharing discussions,
ideas and jokes. He was a rare personality who was able to
accommodatc both important and poor people and gave them their fair
chanccs. The Tmam would attend to pcople’s individual nceds and
advised them accordingly.
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Madam Tabatabavee recalled that the Imam alwavs gave time
to the person as he listencd intenscly while the person was talking. He
would only give his comments after a person had finished talking.
The Imam was a great and good listener. He was a wise councilor
who never hesitated to point out at a wrong or right thing.

Madam Tabatabavee regarded the Imam as her hero and role
model. She would alwayvs cherish his ideas and follow his footsteps
and the cxamples she adopted from him in bringing up her children
and grand children. In fact, the Imam was very sincere with her
family and made all the cndeavors to nurture and mould the then
voung family that nceded his guidance most.

She remembers that during his last davs n this world, family
members took turns to visit the Imam in hospital. These included the
voung children who were also given their tums to discuss with him on
his sick bed. Although he had great bodily pains as a result of the
illncss, the Imam looked as cheerful as ever before.

Madam Tabatabavce recalled, the Imam’s last moments, when
she was at the bedside of the great man with other family members.
These were not happy moments at all. The Imam was seriously sick
and about to dic. She vividly rceapitulates the day of his last moments
before his death as if it occurred vesterday, vet so many vears have
now passed.

The closcst family members were there, and all in silence,
wearing sad faces. Nearly all had tears flowing down their cheeks.
Although in gricvous pains, the Imam forced himsclf to smile and
indeed managed to do so. Then he slowly said, *...now I have onc or
two words for vou. | shall not return... | don’t want you fo cxpress
arief and anxiety on my demise. [ am asking God to give vou patience.
Be carcful not to weep and lament...”

All were silent and sad. It was difficult for any of the family
members to believe and accept what was about to happen. Then one
among the family members broke the silence, "No, Agha, God willing,
inshala, vou will recover. ..’

‘No, I will not return’. The Imam responded. ... let me tell vou
this, to go to the next world is very difficult... to go to the next world
is very difficult”. He repeated.
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Then Madam Tabatabavee said, “Agha, if vou say all this, then
wc shall greatly losc our hopes... becausc, as far as T know, although
I am voung but those who have been with vou confess that not only
have vou performed all the obligatory deeds, and abstained from the
forbidden oncs. You have also observed the rccommended acts and
even abstained from most of the unpleasant deeds. ..’

If it is difficult for vou, then what should we sav? .. we feel
greatly hopeless ... Agha, these words that you utter arc very difficult
for us to bear. .. we are extremely frightened., worried and upset’.

The Imam replicd, *No vou must not despair from God’s Mercy
... bear this in mind that, to go to the next world is very difficult... T
do not have anv good deed, so that I should want to be happy
thereby... if Imam Sajjad™ ™ wept and said, ‘O Lord, it is likely that
my good deeds are bad, do I posscss a deed to get happy and confident
therebv? I only have hope of God’s gracc and havc no action at my
credit to be hopeful ...

The Tmam took a deep breath and was silent for some time, then
he repeated. ... to go to the next world s very difficult. .. to go to the
next world is very difficult’.

The doctors then came, and said: “It is time to leave’™

The family members left in silence and never met again to
discuss with him because he was no more. The Imam’s demise had
lcft a gap which was impossiblc to bridge. The death had robbed an
irreplaceable statesman and beloved head of the family.

In most cases, world renowned revolutionaries found the family
fabric retarding their political activitics, ending up abandoning their
families to devote themselves to the struggle. On the other hand, it 1s
the family members that cut tics with the revolutionary. As a result,
family unity disintcgrates, lcading to the breakdown of the family unit.
Yet, apart from his clergy and political engagements, in Imam
Khomeini™ ", we find a man who reserved a special place in his heart
for his beloved family and country. He will always rcmain an cnigma
to his relatives, friends as well as his foes.
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Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei’s Testimony

“You who act as the head of the government should serve and
act in sach a way in the interests of the people and society that you
would not be held responsible before God and your conscience... For
God almighty says, “Good deeds remain with your God”. You can be
sure that the more you serve people, the greater will be...the
people’s affection for yvou, and you will be loved and respected by
God”. Tmam Khomeini (R.A), news article speech, 1978

If there i1s any leader who really took to the qualitics of the
Imam Khomeini™ ", it is nonc other than his successor Avatollah
Sayvid Ali Khamenci who is the current Spiritual Leader in the
Islamic Republic of Iran.

Born in 1939, in the holy city of Mashhad, the Ayatollah came
from a highly cducatcd family. Avatollah Khamenci's childhood
upbringing was under the care of his loving parents who aimed at
bringing up the best children in the family.

Avatollah Khamenci got his carly cducation from his parcnts
who supervised his studies. He took most of his lessons in his home
place. At the age of 18, he began advanced religious training at Najaf
in Trag. He moved to Qom in 1958 where he studicd for six vears. He
was lucky to study under outstanding scholars like Avatollah Mirza
Javad Agha Tchrani, Ayatollah Hakim, Imam Khomeini™",
Avatollah Burojerdi, Hacri and Tabatabaaci. Thesc top clergics werc
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highly renowned as the most prominent scholars, not only at Qom
Theological College, where they were stationed, but also throughout
the country.

Avatollah Khamenei became a close student of Imam Khomeini
(R.A) and an active member of the Islamic opposition of thc Shah
from the 1960°s. In 1963, hc was involved in the massive student’s
protests against the Shah’s Western oriented reforms. Among the most
promincnt carly foundcrs and Administrators of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran, 1s Avatollah Savvid Ali Khamenei. As a clergy, he
was renowned for his heart touching sermons around the city.
Frequent arrcsts, imprisonment and torturc became part of the
Avatollah’s lifc.

Later, Avatollah Khamenei turned out to be a well known preat
scholar in jurisprudence Kefayeh and Makasih. Hc also gualificd and
obtained a certificate in fjihad. While the Avatollah is regarded as an
academician of high repute, but a great part of his life is ascribed to
the struggle to which he dedicated himself by taking arms during the
Islamic Revolution of Iran. He staunchly supported the Revolution
and attracted large crowds as he delivered inspiring specches and
wrotc articles, which were distributed to all stratcgic points.

His strength was noticed 1n mobilizing the clergy and theology
students. The campaigns were consolidated by his ability in delivering
scrmons  which always cxposed the corruption in the Shah's
government. As a result, he was arrested and badly tortured by the
Shah’s agents who humiliated him and placed him in solitary
confincment at the notorious SAVAK Center. Avathollah Khamenci
was several times threatened with death.

However, afier his release, he decided to settle in Mashhad
instcad of rcturning to Tchran or (Qom. The Avatollah continucd to
use his heart searching sermons to transmit the revolutionary messages
to university students and other scholars. His prcaching was very
cffcetive.  Mashhad, he beecame cxtremely popular as many people
came from far away places to consult and seek for his advice from his
cxpericnces. He orchestrated the nationwide demonstrations and
reccived high respect from all the people who camc in contact with
him.
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As a result of his popularity, he received numerous invitations
from important citics in Iran. Pcoplc wanted him to give most
effective ways of executing the Revolution. The Avatollah blended
his sermons with the ideas from the books he had wrtten. This
medium of disseminating the revolutionary path had a great impact to
people of all ages. Avatollah Khamenei always kept in contact with
his Teader, Imam Khomeini™" who was one of his right hand men
and most trusted cadre.

Avatollah Khamenei worked tirelessly under the guise of
sermons to establish orsanized Islamic cells led by the clerey who
were knowledgeable of jurisprudence and politics. Later, Mujahidin
Ulama League was set up and its duties were to mobilize people in
marches and demonstrations that shook the Pahlavi government.

By 1962, thc Avatollah had alrcady joined the Islamic
Movement led by Imam Khomeini™™. But 1963; he was arrcsted in
the city of Bigand in the process of delivering an anti-Shah message
from Imam Khomeini™*' to the then paramount Shia lcader. He was
later released and returned to Qom but his freedom did not last long as
he was arrested again during a similar mission in the city of Zahedan.
Subscquently, the Avatollah was imprisoncd in Tchran's Qezef-Hesar
confinement centre. The impnsonment did not deter him from
following the course he had chosen.

The vear 1964, found him organizing an undcrground
politically oriented demonological group that comprised some clergy.
Sooner or later the group was discovered by the security forces but the
members cscaped arrcsts.

The vears 1967 to 1909, witnessed the Avatollah’s several
arrests and imprisonment. In 1969, he was put under strict surveillance
by the Shah's SAVAK sceret police, which had become extremely
ageressive against the opponents of the Pahlavi government. Despite
the regime’s tight scrutiny, the tenacious Avatollah organized and
scerctly  cstablished Islamic idcological Classes in 1971, In the
meantime, secret agents became quite aware of  the numerous anti-
government campaigns he was nvolved in. In 1974, he was again
arrcstcd and imprisoned at the anti-sabotage hcadquarters notorious
for its torture chambers.
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In 1977, together with a number of clerics from Qom and
Tchran, the Ayatollah cstablished Combatant Clcrics Association
which became the basis for the Islamic Republic Party. Avatollah
Khamenei co-founded the Islamic Republic Party with Avatollah
Bcheshti, Hojjatoleslam Bahonar, who were both martyred in 1981,
and Hojjatoleslam Hashemi Rafsanjani as well as Avatollah Musavi in
line with Imam Khomeini®""s views. The Avatollah was again
arrcsted and scnt in cxile to a remotc place situated in the castcm party
of the country. In 1978, he left the place of exile for Mashhad where
he led the Islamic Movement until its final victory.

The following is the chronicle of some of Avatollah
Khamenei's lcadership posts he held after the victory of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran.

In March 1979, Imam Khomeini®™* appointed him Member of
the Revolutionary Council. He served in the Central Council of the
Islamic Republic Party. On 18 August 1979, he became Deputy of the
Minister of Dcfensc and represented the Council in the Ministry and
Commander of the Islamic Revolution’s Guards Corps.

On 19 January 1980, Imam Khomeini® ™ designated him with
the prestigious position of Leader of the Friday Congregational
Pravers of capital city of Tehran. He was also elected Deputy of the
Islamic Consultative Assembly in the same vear.

On 11 May 1980, thc Avatollah was chosen Imam’s Advisor at
the Supreme Defense Council. On 29 September 1980, Imam
Khomeini™ " sent the Avatollah to the southern war fronts seven days
after the Iragi invasion.

In June 1981 after delivering an important speech in the Majlis
which led to the dismissal of the then Prime Minister Abol-hassan
Banisadr, an attempt was made to kill him by an Opposition
Movement while presenting a speech in Tehran. As a result of the
attack, his chest and arm were seriously injured. He was hospitalized
and rcmaincd under treatment for fortv-two days. The injury
sustained, left his right arm disabled but that did not stop him from his
active participation in Government scrvice.

On 1 Scptember 1981, the Ayatollah was chosen Sceretary
General of the Islamic Republic Party. Avatollah Khamenel was



Chapter 15: Avatollah Sayvid Ali Khamenei’s Testitmony 121

seriously injured in a bomb planted by the MKO Terrorist
Organization whilc giving a spcech at Tchran®s Abuzar Mosquc.

In October 1981, he was elected President of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, with 16.8 million votes which represented 93 percent
of the votcs cast in his favor. The Avatollah was rc-clected President
for another term. He was also Chairman of the Supreme Defense
Council as well as the Supreme Cultural Revolutionary Council,

In 1989, hc was awarded the title of Avatollah from The
Theological School of Qom. While on 4 June 1989, after Imam
Khomeini™ s demise, the Avatollah was elected Supreme Leader of
the Spiritual Council of the Islamic Republic of Tran by the majority of
votes of the Assembly of Experts. All in all, it clearly portrays that the
Iranian people were fully aware of the effective and pivotal roles he
faithfullv played during and after the victory of the Islamic Revolution
of Iran.

In all thesc stratcgic positions, Avatollah Khamenei
demonstrated without any shadow of doubt, his uniquc intclligenec
and sense of duty. He managed to skillfully administer by utilizing talents
tapped out from his supporters as well as his personal cxperience.

On his part, Ayatollah Khamenci as the Spiritual Leader of the
Islamic Republic of Iran seems to have closely followed the footsteps
of Imam Khomecini™™ in good faith. This confirms the notion that
Imam Khomeini™*"s idcas will keep on shining for cver.

At the 42™ session of the United Nations General Assembly, the
Iranian Leader among others issues, reminded the audience that moral
valucs had been discarded and that the foundations of the family unity
had been shaken and that corruption had been rampant throughout the
contemporary world.

The Ayatollah further emphasized, ...we must start a tough
campaign against corruption in our countries. We must strengthen the
foundation of the family and make this original school of man, a home
of affcction, sincerity, love and spirituality. We must safcguard the
rights and values of women, on this last issue. We must revise all the
standards that were created by the system of domination and in order
to libcratc women from the humility of being “scx objects” that the
dominant Western culture has in practice imposed on them... Women
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as scientists, politicians, directors and managers, partners and mothers
must bc welcome, but their cxploitation as objects for pleasurc, and
commercials should be rejected. This will help restore the dignity and
personality of half of humanity and re-establish the lasting and holy
foundation of the family...

Avatollah Khamenei is a deeply devoted personality who views
all human beings as equal and images of God. He often savs, ‘Man
stands out to bc superior to all other creaturcs on carth...” The
Avatollah has a strong belief that man’s mtrinsic knowlcdge could be
frtfully utilized to create the world an ideal place where peace and
tranquility prevails.

On the other hand, Avatollah Khamenei views men as capable
of being brutes, creatures capable of creating  fury of corruption and
oppression that gocs astray cxploiting their God-given potentials. The
Avatollah’s contention is that the only light illuminating man’s path is
true belief in God and faithful submission to His commandments. He
strongly beclicves that the world is a cultivating ground for the next
world and that death is not the end of life but only a passage to
immortality and the beginning of a new existence.



CHAPTER: 16

KHOMEINI LEGACY

“Muan is a wonder that can develop into either a heavenly or a
devilish creature! By man ‘s proper training and education, the

entire world becomes reformed™. Imam Khomeini®*!

After the fall of the Pahlavi monarch, Iran was ncver the same
again, Imam Khomeini™* ruled Iran for ten vears before his demise.
His contributions left a lasting mark and mapped a new cra for the
country, Islam and thc wholc of the Middlc East. This chaptcr sccks to
enumerate some of his achievements and their impact on the people of
Iran in particular and humanity in gencral. He sacrificed his entire life
to savc thc poor masses that werc under the bondage of the Pahlavi
Dynasty. For vears millions of Iranians were deprived of a religious
system bascd on faith and belicf. Imam Khomeini™™ led the
movement that helped to cstablish a republican in Iran. Afier a bloody
struggle, the unarmed masses tumed out victorious and the Islamic
Republic of Tran was created.

[ am still at a loss for words for a man who survived under the
most trving circumstances on earth. A man, who lived a whole
lifctime of struggle: a man, who bundled out of officc a very powcerful
puppct monarchy, alicnated himsclf from thc most powerful states of
the East and West and had an eight-vear —imposed war to battle with.
Even the hostile propaganda of the West and intcrnal encmics failed to
obliteratc the lcgacy of a man who had a total belicf in God.
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If the Imam was of corrupt nature, once in power, he would
have grabbed and amassed Iran’s wealth for himsclf. He could have
built a world-class mansion. The Imam could have established a
Khomeini Dvnastic Lingage for his family. Instead, he laid the
foundations of an Islamic statc bascd on the fair and cqual
participation of the public.

Under his directorship, he steered Iran towards the goal of self-
sustcnance. He did not want his country to rcly on West or on the
Eastern bloc countries. At the same time, he wanted the Muslim world
to beecome a unified foree.

He revived the Islamic culturc and staunchly defended its
norms. He fought against the prevalence of Westem culture and called
for the banning of their popular western fashions, music, cincma and
literature.

Although many of his democratic and social reforms that he had
promiscd to be implemented did not come to pass during his lifetinc,
the Imam did not lcave his people in darkness. The path was already
paved and quite clear. His aims and ideals were distingt to his
followers and the new gencration to come. This was rcvealed in a New
Ycar Mcssage of 21 March 1982 where the Imam cmphasized, .. .our
aim and that of our nation is liberation from the clutches of the
cncmies of Islam. Qur goal is to scec the Islamic country independent
so that nonc of the world’s powers can harm it in any way...”

Many vears after his death, his legacy is still alive and continues
to ingpire many. Imam Khomeini™™" shall always be remembered for
his bold and radical reforms. He was at the helm of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran and was the architect of the first Islamic
Government which installed a theological Islamic society intluenced
by morality and cthics of religion.

Of considerable notes, i1s how he upgraded the position of
women. Women's important roles were reinstated in the span of social
activitics. This point is proven by the fact that during the Islamic
Revolution of lran, women were present, shoulder-to-shoulder with
their male counterparts. The Imam strongly believed that no
occupation is as honorablc as mothcrhood and that women arc the
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foundation and comerstone of every nation. He said, ‘A child’s first
school is its mother’s lap’.

For academics and scholars, Imam Khomeini™" set an
unprecedented standard in the Islamic world by producing 180 books
credited to his penmanship. The Imam is considered onc of the
greatest scholar of modern day Islamic world. His books are treasured
so much and are being used in various learning institutions both in and
outgide Iran.

Imam Khomeini*®* was a man who above all, loved honor and
dignity in a man. He 1s a champion who fought for and restored the
trampled dignity of the people. Perhaps that is why his followers did
not want to separate with him even in death, to the extent that they
tussled for his coffin and made bunal proceedings very difficult.
Never has such a scene been witnessed in the entire world.

On several occasions, the Imam reminded people to preserve
their traditional heritage and the importance of acquiring knowledge.
At onc time, Imam Khomeini®™*' said, “... Culturc is the origin of all
happiness or misery. What builds the nation 1s wholesome culture.
The belly and the bread and water are not criteria. The main issue 18
the human honor. Man is not human and can’t achicve his humanistic
aims as long as he seeks to continue living n the shadow of machine
guns, cannons and tanks. You must trv by vour words and pens to
shelve the machine guns and open the arcna to pens, knowledge and
sciences...”

To Imam Khomeini™", honor is a prize that is a pre-requisite
to humanity, whilc Islam is thc mcans that brings honor. That is why
Imam Khomeini™®*'s whole life struggle and historical mission was
rooted 1n religion. He revived the purity of Islam and gave back the
Muslims their shining honor that had becen dragged into the dust bin
by continued persecution from the godless and power-seeking Pahlavi
ralers.

No one can disputc the fact that the Imam had a prophet-like
character surpassing that of anv renowned personalities of the
contemperary world. In January 1989, he wrotc a letter to the Russian
President Mikhail Gorbachey, at a time when the cight-years imposed
war had just ended.
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The Imam’s letter prophesied the collapse of Communism and
the inevitable changes insidc the Sovict Union. The prophcey was
fulfilled a few vears after the message was delivered to President
Mikhail Gorbachev.

The strength of Imam Khomeini™*"s conviction that religion is
the answer to all problems experienced in the world, 1s clearly
reflected in part of the letter which savs,

“Mr. Gorbachev, if howcver you arc considering taking a
further step forward, the first thing that will ensure vour success is that
vou re-evaluate vour predecessors’ policy of obliterating God and
religion from socicty, a policy that has no doubt given the hcavicst
blow to the Soviet people. Rest assured that this is the only way
whercby world problems can be dealt with, realistically”.

“Mr. Gorbachev, rcality mwust be faced. The main problem
confronting vour country is not ong of private ownership, freedom and
cconomy, vour problem is the absence of truc faith in God, the very
problem that has dragged, or will drag, thc West to vulgarism and an
impasse. Your main problem is the prolonged and futile war vou have
wagced against God, the sourec of cxistence and ercation”™.

Imam Khomeini®™*' made himsclf a legend by initiating the
Islamic Revolution of Iran and leading it to its final to victory. The
victory's impact was felt bevond the borders of the country. Despite
his sterling achicvements, the respect and support he got from the
Iranian people, it should not be imagined however that the Imam did
have critics and foes. Indeed, he had many but his star shone brighter
and rosc abovc all the doubts causcd by his dctractors.

The Imam shall always be remembered as a man who loved
pcace and the wellbeing of his ncighbors. He is the man who declarcd
the last Friday of the month of Ramadan, “Qods Day” in solidarity
with Palestinian’s liberation. This dayv i1s commemorated by the
Muslim world by staging annual support till the oppressed people of
Palcstine arc liberated.

The Qods day, was bom out of an awesome declaration by
Imam Khomeini®™™, It is not a day devoted to Qods alone but it is an
intcrnational day. It is the day for the weak and oppressed people to
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confront the arrogant powers. It is the day when the oppressed should
arm themsclves against the oppressors and sav no, to oppression.

Imam Khomeini®®"*s Qods Day is the day when the fatc of the
oppressed nations should be determined. The oppressed nations
should announcc their cxistence against the oppressors, and all the
nations should rise up and throw these germs of corruption into the
rubbish bin,

It is the day when people strive to rescue Qods and deliver their
brothers and sisters from these pressures. It is the dav to free all the
opprcssed from the clutches of the oppressors. Qods Day is the day
when the superpowers should be warned to stay at home and leave the
oppressed alone.

“I bescech God the Blessed and Exalted to deliver our brothers
in Palestine, in Lebanon and in southcm Lebanon, indeed anvwhere in
the world they mayv be, from the hands of the oppressors and
plunderers...” Imam Khomeini™ s message, dated 16 August 1979,
Sahifa-yi Nur, Vol. 8, pp. 233-234.

Before his death, Imam Khomeini™" left a document which
guided his followers on how to proceed with the implementation of
the goals he had sct. The document is referred to as his “Last Will and
Testament™. It is a document that clearly spells out the creeds of
Islamic rule. It also gives stern warnings against deviation from the
right path and points out the cnemics of the Islamic government. The
Imam knew how to express him in simple language and had a way to
rcach people’s hearts with his words. The Document sums up the
Imam’s wholc lifc mission and how it ig rooted in Islam.

One other aspect 1s that the Document is not only a blueprint for
Iran alone, but also for all Muslim nations and all nations that are
against oppression. This shows that the Imam’s grand mission was not
only for the people of Iran but endeavored to leave a legacy for all
people of the world. What a noble goal! No wonder why the
Document has always been suppresscd by his foes. It spells doom for
them 1n all areas of their imperialistic influence. Part of the testament
rcads as follows,

*...1 now takec this opportunity to advisc thc oppresscd and
noble nations, including our own, to stay firmly on this divine straight
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path that leads neither to the atheistic East nor to the oppressive West,
but to the path, which the Almighty God, has dcereed for us. I further
advise not to be negligent even for a single moment in being erateful
for this blessing... Let no polluted hand of the superpower, or agents
whether domestic or forcign, affcet vour determination and will... God
shall reward and punish the deserving ones in the best fashion in this
and the other worlds... Let me say at this point that this politico-
religious testament of minc is not madc to the noble people of Iran
only. Rather, it 1s recommended for all Islamic nations and the
opprcssed peoples of the world regardless of religion or nationality. 1
humbly pray that thc Almighty God docs not Icave us and our nations
even for a moment.. "~

Imam Khomeini™" achieved so much that he deserves to be
considcred among the greafest yct rarc contcmporary personalitics
who surpassed many in both theory and practice. His establishment of
the Islamic state in lran was an unprecedented and dynamic
phenomenon in an cra of rampant athcism and in a world that
esteemed materialism. To a great extent, Imam Khomeini™ " managed
to defeat the world’s arrogance and create a sense of self confidence
amongst the oppressed peoplc.

As discovered in the testimonies. Imam Khomeini™" sowed
the seeds of the future generation by grooming a laree number of
religious scholars to guide the socicty. The ctemal collection of his
scholarly works 15 equally invaluable. He wrote several volumes of
books covering various subjects including religion, poetry, literature,
and politics.

He did a great service to humanity by leaving a pool of wisdom
for gencrations to come and quench their thirst from the lueid waters
of his inspirations. Humanity is indcbted to this grcat son of Iran’s
determined revolutionary attitude who emerged to be a prominent
personality and defined goals which he followed without fail up to his
demisc.

The Imam advocated for an economy based on the interests of
the masses, with respect for private ownership to some cxtent. He also
belicved that business cntitics and corporations had an obligation to
financially assist religious institutions that benefited Islam.
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Imam Khomeini"* did not consider wealth as the basic criteria
to join the newly cstablished government. As a result, this opencd the
doors for common people to serve their sovernment without being tied
down by their positions in life.

It is so beccausc human tendency’s inclination dictates that
power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. It is often
believed that when a person’s status rises, evervthing revolving around
him riscs and changes for the betier. That is his accommodation,
standard of dress, food and friends. Several behavioral changes are
often noticed when an individual status change. Once in powerful
positions, many pcople abandon their poor fellowmen as they prefer to
be identified with people of their status. High class people of course.

Imam Khomeini™™" defied and defeated this human tendency,
He strongly belicved that a leader’s standard of living must not be
different from that of an ordinary citizen. The Imam showed 1t in
practice throughout his life by leading a simple lifestyle free from self
importance. He identificd himsclf with the poor class of socicty.

In terms of material wealth, the Imam did not even own a
house. He left only a few religious books, clereyman’s clothes, a
praver mat, turban and the Holy Quran. Indeed, it sounds unbelicvable
but the Imam’s possessions are exhibited for evervone to see in a
small museum at his home in Jamaran Street.

In 2008, | also had an opportunity to visit and scc for myvsclf
the displaved items. At first, 1 also found difficulties in believing it |
found it ironic considering that Imam Khomeini (R.A) was a leader of
such an cnormous country, rich with oil deposits and a vibrant
resource base. But 1 later convinced myself as 1 realized that Imam
Khomeini™ ™ was indeed a unique personality.

Many ycars after his death, his legacy is still alive and continucs
to ingpire many. Imam Khomeini™™ shall always be remembered for
his bold and radical reforms. He was at the helm of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran and was the architcet of the first Islamic
government in the country.

Even though some quarters demonized the life of the Imam and
some forcign media and propaganda paintcd a black picturc of his
achievements, but his star still rose and shined above all their densive
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comments. Imam Khomeini™" set the record as one of the most

glorious lcaders of all time by the wav he was cherished by his own
people as well as the outsiders.

The record-breaking congregation of six million people that
gathered to welcome him home after seventeen years of living in exile
is unsurpassed in all history. Even in death, the Imam’s star shincd
brighter for the entire world to see. Indeed, his demise showed the
unbreakable bond between lcader and the led. The large gathering
during his remarkable burial at Beheshi Zahra was a clear testimony
that a great leader had passed away.

If he had been a bad ruler, how could nine million people attend
his funeral? Such a multitude of people has never been witnessed
before for a single cvent in recorded history. The speetacle of an
uncontrollably mouming congrcgation weeping and praving for their
leader will keep Iran’s cnemics in perpetual consternation. And what
enchanting slogans the people of Iran made for their leader.

“To Lovc Khomcini is to Love All that is good™

“Tmam’s way is our way, his objective is our objective™.

“He also left a big trail... his guidance 1s our illumination. .
Imam Khomeini™* was indeed the embodiment of dynamism and his
star will never set”.
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by artificial boundaries. The author is fully convinced that Imam
Khomcini is a unique personality with immense intcllect. The Imam
lived a life of righteousness and his legacy will remain alive and
continug to ingpire humanity for a Tong time to come. Indeed as long
as history is alive his idcas will remain alive. Imam Khomcini is a
dvnamigc star that never sets.
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IMAM KHOMEINI’s®* Life
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The SAVAK Center (I:BRAT Museum)
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IRAN’S Historical Monuments
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Shiraz. - The Tomb of Hufiz
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